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Dear  Alumni  and  Friends, 


As  I  write  these  comments,  I  note  that  Pve  been  at  Western  New  England  for  barely 
six  months.  With  the  assistance  of  a  very  supportive  faculty  and  administration,  I've 
worked  through  the  first  semester.  We  admitted  an  excellent  new  class  of  prospective 
attorneys,  and  we've  increased  our  recruiting  and  admissions  efforts  to  keep  raising  the 
bar  for  future  students.  We've  developed  offerings,  presented  conferences,  and  brought 
in  nationally-recognized  speakers.  We've  also  had  successes  in  national  student  compe- 
titions. The  name  and  reputation  of  the  Law  School  is  on  the  ascent. 

More  importandy,  however,  especially  for  this  publication,  is  how  our  alumni/ae  have 
renewed  their  interest  in  the  Law  School.  Our  Alumni  Association  and  many 
individual  alumni/ae  have  taken  a  more  active  part  in  the  life  of  the  School.  I've 
traveled  locally  and  to  a  number  of  cities  to  meet  with  alumni/ae  and  alumni  groups.  (By 
the  way,  I  still  have  miles  to  go  and  many  of  you  to  meet.)  We're  increasing 
communications  with  you  to  keep  you  informed  about  the  events  and  progress  at  the 
School.  Alumni/ae  have  visited  the  S.  Prestley  Blake  Law  Center  to  participate  in 
the  School's  activities  or  use  the  library.  Alumni/ae  have  invested  in  the  School  of  Law,  and 
especially  in  our  students,  by  more  than  doubling  their  giving  in  the  annual  phonathon. 

As  a  specific  example  of  this  renewal,  the  Law  School,  with  the  assistance  of  the 
Hampden  and  Hampshire  County  Bar  Associations,  kicked  off  the  new  law  student 
mentoring  program  on  January  24,  2002.  Quite  simply,  the  object  of  the  program  is  to 
provide  our  students  with  more  assistance  and  advice  as  they  make  the  progression 
from  1L  to  law  school  graduate.  While  we,  the  faculty,  can  give  our  students  an 
excellent  education  by  teaching  them  the  academic  and  practical  skills  of  law  practice, 
they  will  benefit  from  the  advice  and  practical  insight  of  experienced  lawyers.  During 
the  evening  program  we  provided  an  opportunity  for  our  first-year  students  to  meet 
their  new  mentors.  The  members  of  the  bench  and  bar  participated  in  large 
numbers;  in  fact  they  participated  to  such  an  extent  that  they  exceeded  our  available 
students.  For  that,  the  students  and  faculty  of  your  Law  School  are  grateful.  We  look 
forward  to  continuing  the  program  in  future  years  as  new  1L  classes  are  matriculated. 

As  you  will  see  as  you  read  through  the  rest  of  this  issue,  the  life  of  the  Law  School 
continues  to  grow.  I  hope  that,  if  you  are  local,  you  will  participate  in  it  frequently. 
Even  if  you  are  not  local,  please  plan  to  come  back  regularly.  For  example,  for  those  of 
you  who  graduated  in  years  ending  with  a  "2"  or  a  "7,"  please  join  your  classmates  next 
September  in  our  class  reunion  festivities. 


Sincerely, 


Arthur  R.  Gaudio 

Dean  and  Professor  of  Law 


PERSPECTIVES 


Women  in  Politics 


Women  in  Politics  Seminar 
Invites  Career  Exploration 


by  Mary  Mazzaferro 

Why  do  women  go  into  politics?  How  do 
they  get  started?  These  questions  and 
others  were  addressed  at  Western  New 
England  College  School  of  Law's  Women  In 
Politics  panel  discussion — "Inside  the 
Minds  of  Women  Who  Have  Made  the 
Leap — Why  You  Should  Join  Their  Ranks  and  How  to 
Get  Started!' 

Drawing  an  audience  of  more  than  80,  including  many 
alumnae  and  female  attorneys  from  the  area,  the  free  seminar 
was  held  November  5,  2001,  at  Sleith  Hall  on  the  College's 
main  campus. 

The  public  seminar  was  cosponsored  by  the  Western 
New  England  College  School  of  Law  Institute  for 
Legislative  and  Governmental  Affairs  and  the  Women's  Bar 
Association.  Participants  brought  a  wide  range  of  political 
experiences  to  the  panel,  opening  up  dialogue  that 
Institute  Director  Art  Wolf  described  as  "frank  exchanges  about 


the  role  of  women  in  government  and  how  to  take  the  first 
steps."  Guest  panelists  included  Gale  Candaras  '82  (D),  State 
Representative;  Clare  Higgins,  Mayor  of  Northampton;  Shan- 
non O'Brien,  State  Treasurer;  Cheryl  Rivera  '97  (D),  State  Rep- 
resentative; and  Mary  Rogeness  (R),  State  Representative,  who 
shared  their  philosophies  on  the  changing  role  of  women  in 
state  and  local  elected  offices. 

Childcare  issues,  the  role  of  a  spouse  or  partner,  and 
potential  career  paths  were  among  the  many  topics  explored 
by  the  panel.  Commented  Representative  Candaras,  "The 
extraordinary  part  of  the  seminar  was  the  willingness  of 
the  women  panelists  to  share,  with  great  humor,  their  life 
experiences,  including  the  long  and  oft-times  difficult  path  that 
brought  them  to  elected  office." 

The  panel  was  moderated  by  Lisa  Brodeur-McGan  '90, 
former  president  of  the  Women's  Bar  Association,  and  Professor 
Wolf.  The  Institute  hopes  to  offer  an  event  in  partnership  with 
the  Women's  Bar  Association  on  an  annual  basis.  ♦ 


^^^^ 


Left  to  Right:  Mary  Rogeness  (R),  State  Representative;  Clare  Higgins,  Mayor  of  Northampton;  Cheryl  Rivera  '97  (D),  State  Representative;  Professor  Art  Wolf; 
Attorney  Lisa  Brodeur-McGan  '90;  Shannon  O'Brien,  State  Treasurer;  and  Gale  Candaras  '82  (D),  State  Representative. 
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Benchmarks 

ALUMNI  PERSPECTIVES  FROM  THE  JUDICIARY 


by  Mary  Mazzaferro 


Associate  Justice  Bertha 
Josephson  has  carried  the 
weighty  task  of  upholding 
the  rights  of  society's  mar- 
ginalized members  from  her 
childhood  to  her  ascension  to 
the  bench.  The  daughter  of  a  psychologist 
and  a  professional  pianist,  Judge  Josephson's 
strong  sense  of  social  responsibility  led  her 
to  pursue  an  undergraduate  degree  from 
Skidmore  College  where  she  majored  in 
both  government  and  sociology.  But  it  was 
a  course  in  constitutional  law  that  piqued 
her  interest  in  a  legal  career.  "After  that,  I 
decided  to  take  every  undergraduate  course 
relating  to  law  that  I  could  find." 

ft 


enter  the  field  of  law,"  she  recalls.  But  a  new 
age  was  dawning.  She  estimates  that  about  a 
third  of  her  class  was  comprised  of  women. 

As  in  her  undergraduate  years,  Joseph- 
son  enjoyed  most  of  her  courses  relating  to 
constitutional  law.  A  favorite  instructor  was 
Professor  James  Munro.  She  also  took 
advantage  of  the  School's  internship  oppor- 
tunities, enrolling  in  two,  which  introduced 
her  to  criminal  defense  work  and  domestic 
relations  issues. 

Fresh  out  of  law  school  in  1978,  Joseph- 
son  joined  a  small  Springfield  law  firm. 
"I  began  my  career  at  a  time  when  law  was 
evolving,  particularly  regarding  women's 
issues.  Domestic  violence  laws  such  as  Chap- 


'As  a  child,  I  always  had  a  strong  sense  of 
or  injustice.  I  knew  my  life's  work  would  in 
civil  rights  issues." 


The  right  environment  to  nurture  her 
growing  passion  for  the  law  was  pivotal  to 
Josephson's  selection  of  a  law  school.  She 
learned  about  the  Western  New  England 
School  of  Law  through  a  family  friend  and 
has  always  been  happy  with  her  choice.  Her 
experiences  here  were  in  marked  contrast  to 
what  she  heard  from  friends.  She  recalls,  "I 
had  a  good  friend  at  an  Ivy  League  school 
who  told  me  the  environment  was  so  com- 
petitive there  that  case  studies  were  often 
sliced  out  of  texts  so  that  other  students 
couldn't  read  them.  It  was  quite  different 
here.  I  really  felt  an  overwhelming  sense  of 
support  from  the  faculty — and  among  my 
fellow  students.  Everyone  wanted  us  to 
succeed." 

Josephson  enrolled  at  the  Western  New 
England  College  School  of  Law  at  a  time  of 
great  change  for  women.  "When  I  was  in 
college,  women  had  not  been  encouraged  to 


Honorable  Bertha  D.  Josephson  78 

ter  209A,  abuse  protection  laws,  represented 
an  entirely  new  area.  'Equitable  Relief  was 
specifically  designed  for  women  in  domestic 
violence  situations  seeking  immediate  pro- 
tection. Many  women  felt  a  female  lawyer 
could  better  resonate  with  their  experiences. 
Women  practitioners  formed  support 
groups  to  work  with  each  other  to  imple- 
ment these  laws  to  help  their  clients.  It  was 
really  wonderful  to  have  the  support  and 
mentorship  of  women  such  as  the  recently- 
deceased  attorney  Maxine  Franks  ('76)." 

A  Unique  Sense  of  Community 

Josephson  has  long  appreciated  the 
sense  of  community  found  in  western 
Massachusetts.  She  said,  "The  advantage  of 
practicing  in  a  small  legal  community  is 
that  there  is  truly  an  esprit  de  corps.  Experi- 
enced members  of  the  legal  community, 
particularly  our  alums,  really  try  to  help 


new  lawyers.  I  recall  Attorney  Mary  Nassar 
taking  the  time  to  review  questions  with 
me.  That  wasn't  unusual,  and  I  was  very 
appreciative  of  that  kind  of  support." 

From  1981  to  1982,  Josephson  worked 
on  a  special  assignment  at  the  Smith  Col- 
lege School  for  Social  Work.  "In  1974  the 
Supreme  Court  ruling  on  Bounds  v.  Smith 
provided  inmates  with  access  to  legal 
resources.  This  resulted  in  a  spate  of  law- 
suits, but  for  some  reason  women  inmates 
weren't  filing,  even  though  they  had  many 
legal  issues  such  as  child  custody."  The 
college  received  a  grant  to  study  legal  issues 
of  women  inmates.  The  extensive  Smith 
study  {National  Institute  of  Corrections 

outrage  at  unfairness 
some  way  address 


Report  on  Women  in  Prison)  examined  con- 
ditions and  access  to  legal  resources  in  five 
northeastern  women's  prisons,  some  coed. 
"We  would  spend  a  week  onsite  to  conduct 
our  research  and  interview  inmates,  correc- 
tions officers,  superintendents,  wardens, 
and  state  commissioners  of  corrections," 
says  Josephson. 

Josephson  returned  to  private  practice 
in  Springfield  and  Northampton.  She  spent 
the  next  seven  years  as  an  assistant  district 
attorney  at  the  Northwestern  District 
Attorney's  Office  in  Northampton  under 
then  District  Attorney  Hon.  Michael  Ryan 
'76.  "Mike  was  a  wonderful  boss,"  says 
Josephson,  "He  had  a  strong  sense  of  the 
prosecutor's  obligation  to  ensure  the  guilty 
not  go  free  and  the  innocent  not  suffer.  He 
saw  the  prosecutor  as  the  ultimate  public 
defender,  protecting  the  citizenry  from  the 
improper  excesses  of  government." 
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PRACTICE  POINTERS  FOR  LAWYERS 


Ready  for  greater  challenges,  Josephson 
moved  on  to  the  Massachusetts  U.S.  Attor- 
ney's Office  in  Boston.  There  she  served  as  a 
federal  criminal  prosecutor  and  represented 
the  government  in  civil  cases.  "I  enjoyed  the 
federal  work  because  it  was  proactive,  the 
result  of  investigation  into  conduct  that  had 
come  to  the  attention  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment. Cases  ranged  from  high  level  drug 
distribution  and  firearms  cases  to  mail  and 
bank  fraud,"  she  says. 

In  1992  Bertha  Josephson  was  appointed 
to  the  bench  in  Chicopee  District  Court  by 
Governor  William  Weld.  Josephson  was 
assigned  to  Superior  Court  in  1994  and 
today  sits  in  courthouses  in  Northampton, 
Springfield,  or  other  western  Massachusetts 
communities. 

Alums  who  attended  the  School  of  Law 
from  1991-97  may  remember  Josephson  as 
an  adjunct  professor  who  provided  many 
valuable  lessons  in  trial  methods.  She  has 
also  taught  in  the  Harvard  Advocacy 
Program.  "I  enjoy  teaching,"  says  Josephson, 
"because  it  removes  you  from  the  immediacy 
of  the  courtroom  you're  presiding  in.  It  pro- 
vides an  opportunity  to  learn  what  subjects 
students  are  having  difficulty  with — often 
the  same  as  lawyers — and  makes  you  sensi- 
tive to  them." 

Since  her  appointment  to  the  judiciary, 
Josephson  admits  to  "missing  the  sense  of 
completion  that  practitioners  have  and  a 
sense  of  ownership.  As  an  advocate,  you  have 
the  luxury  to  be  passionate  about  a  case.  As  a 
judge,  you  must  remain  detached  and  cannot 
become  invested.  You  simply  don't  have  those 
same  'moments  of  victory,'  but  there  are 
other  rewards." 

Among  the  most  rewarding  parts  of  her 
job,  Josephson  cites  the  ability  to  "preside  over 
the  breadth  and  range  of  cases  that  Superior 
Court  offers,  both  criminal  and  civil."  Adding 
thoughtfully,  "Yet  you  always  have  to  remain 
aware  that  each  case  is  the  most  important 
case  for  the  people  involved  in  it." 


HONORABLE 

ROBERT  A.  GORDON  '76 

The  appointment  of  Associate  Justice 
Robert  A.  Gordon  made  headlines  across  the 
country  without  mentioning  his  name.  His 
nomination  was  the  subject  of  the  controver- 
sial "speaker  phone"  governor's  council 
confirmation  hearing  while  Acting  Governor 
Jane  Swift  was  hospitalized  in  the  maternity 
unit  before  the  birth  of  her  twins.  Fortu- 
nately for  Gordon  and  the  people  who 
appear  before  him,  his  first  months  on  the 
bench  have  been  a  much  quieter  success. 

Appointed  in  June  of  2001,  Judge  Gordon 
brings  a  wealth  of  legal  experience  to  his  post. 
Over  25  years  spent  in  social  work  and  as  a 
criminal  defense  attorney  affords  Gordon 
special  insight  into  the  social  and  economic 
catalysts  behind  many  of  the  cases  over  which 
he  presides  in  Springfield  District  Court. 

Taking  in  an  impressive  view  of  Court 
Square  from  his  chambers,  Gordon  reflected 
on  the  journey  that  led  him  to  the  bench. 

A  Practice  Based  on  Social  Service 

As  a  young  man,  Robert  Gordon  had 
strong  interests  in  current  events  and  poli- 
tics. He  earned  a  bachelor's  degree  in  history 
from  Western  New  England  College  in  1970, 
then  enrolled  in  the  UMass  Masters  of  Edu- 
cation program.  Unlike  most  of  his  class- 
mates, he  was  not  planning  to  pursue  a 
career  in  teaching.  When  it  came  time  for  the 
traditional  teaching  practicum,  he  elected  to 
be  a  part  of  a  small  program  working  with 
juveniles  at  the  Westfield  Detention  Center. 
At  a  time  when  Massachusetts  laws  allowed 
youth  to  be  detained  for  "crimes"  such  as 
being  "a  stubborn  child,"  he  worked  with 
youths  whose  infractions  ranged  in  serious- 
ness from  truancy  to  murder.  Gordon  found 
the  work  meaningful  and  challenging.  He 
remained  at  the  Center  for  several  years. 

Those  experiences  have  been  instrumen- 
tal in  helping  Judge  Gordon  see  beyond  the 
cases  at  hand  into  the  lives  of  the  people  who 
come  before  him.  "The  opportunity  to  work 


Hon.  Bertha  Josephson  offered  these 
practice  pointers  for  lawyers: 

•  One  situation  many  judges  find  unsettling  is 
when  a  lawyer  takes  an  adversarial  role  with 
another  attorney.  It's  important  to  maintain  a  level 
of  civility. 

•  We're  fortunate  to  have  many  attorneys  practic- 
ing in  western  Massachusetts  who  are  good 
writers.  Judges  appreciate  it  when  writing  is 
thoroughly  researched  and  there's  been  clear 
preparation. 

•  I'm  always  willing  to  listen  to  someone's  argu- 
ment. The  best  approach  is  to  be  well  prepared. 
Make  sure  the  argument  is  well  thought  out  and 
succinct  so  you  don't  have  to  quibble. 

Judge  Josephson  added,  "Never  underestimate 
how  important  your  reputation  is.  Reputations  can 
take  years  to  build  and  just  seconds  to  destroy." 


Hon.  Robert  Gordon  offered  these  practice 
pointers  for  lawyers: 

•  One  mistake  that  I  commonly  see  is  when  a 
lawyer  stands  before  the  court  and  says,  "I 
believe..."  as  if  he  or  she  had  firsthand  knowledge 
of  facts  or  events.  More  experienced  lawyers  say, 
"My  client  says... or  the  alleged  victim  says..." 

•  When  a  lawyer  asks  the  Court  for  an  oral  motion 
on  an  important  issue,  the  request  should  be  made 
in  writing.  When  it's  right  in  front  of  a  judge,  it 
makes  a  more  compelling  argument. 

•  Motions  of  a  serious  nature,  such  as  a  request  to 
move  a  trial  or  Ask  for  Discovery,  are  more  power- 
ful if  they  have  an  affidavit.  This  is  common  in 
Superior  Court  and  less  so  in  District  Court,  but  if 
it's  a  major  issue,  an  affidavit  carries  more  weight. 

•  The  number  one  mistake  beginning  lawyers 
make  is  not  answering  a  judge's  question.  The 
judge  may  have  a  particular  question  about  the 
facts,  but  the  lawyer  doesn't  answer  it,  so  the 
judge  has  to  ask  it  again.  On  the  other  side, 
lawyers  often  ask  witnesses  a  question  too  many 
times,  in  ten  different  ways — only  to  get  the  same 
answer.  They  may  assume  jurors  don't  understand. 
Most  jurors  "get  it."  Such  lawyers  would  do  their 
client  a  favor  by  not  arguing  every  point. 

Judge  Gordon  also  offered  this,  "Credibility  is 
so  important.  In  Boston,  lawyers  practicing 
in  the  same  building  may  never  meet.  Springfield 
is  a  tight  knit  legal  community  based  on  mutual 
respect.  Here,  your  word  means  more  than 
anything." 


"Anyone  who  does  work  with  juveniles  does  so  because  they  hope  they 
may  become  an  important  part  of  that  child's  life  and  save  them  from 
future  incarceration.  Maybe  you  are  that  one  person  who  offers  a  bright 
spot  in  their  life  and  shows  them  there  are  other  avenues.  There  is  always 
that  one  juvenile  success  that  helps  you  cope  with  20  failures." 

Honorable  Robert  A.  Gordon  '76 
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with  juveniles  gave  me  tremendous  insight 
that  I  would  otherwise  never  have  had. 

"We  had  cases  where  kids  would  escape 
and  often  would  come  back  and  knock  on 
the  door.  They  came  back  because  they  had 
no  better  place  to  go  and  no  one  else  who 
cared  about  them." 

Eager  to  do  more  within  the  criminal  jus- 
tice system,  Gordon  determined  that  a  law 
degree  would  help  him  make  a  bigger  contri- 
bution. He  enrolled  in  the  Western  New  Eng- 
land College  School  of  Law,  attending  class 
by  night  and  working  by  day  for  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Welfare  as  a  social  worker. 

Judge  Gordon  believes  his  choice  to 
pursue  a  part-time  legal  education  while 
working  in  social  work  was  a  tremendous 
asset.  "It  really  came  together,"  said  Gordon. 
"Because  I  was  working  in  the  Child  Sup- 
port Enforcement  Unit  filing  contempts 
with  the  Probation  Officer  David  Ricard,  it 
helped  me  relate  to  my  law  school  class 
work.  I  had  excellent  teachers  including 
John  O'Connor  who  taught  contracts, 
Springfield  District  Court  Clerk  Robert 
Fein,  and  Jon  Hunt,  who  taught  evidence.  I 
learned  about  juvenile  law  from  Judge  Tullio 
Francesconi.  It  was  a  real  advantage  of  the 
night  program  to  learn  from  teachers  who 
were  practicing  lawyers  and  judges." 

In  1976,  with  a  freshly  painted  shingle, 
Gordon  set  up  solo  practice  in  a  one-room 
office  at  95  State  Street  in  Springfield.  He 
recalled  that  time  with  great  affection,  "I 
opened  a  general  practice  and  started  in  the 
Bar  Advocate  Program  representing  indigent 
defendants  in  Juvenile  Court,  an  area  I  felt  I 
had  a  lot  of  experience  in.  I  did  this  work  for 
a  number  of  years  and  handled  countless 
juvenile  cases." 

Gordon  remained  in  private  practice  in  a 
small  law  firm  in  Agawam,  Massachusetts, 
for  16  years,  and  as  a  solo  practitioner  for 
three  years  in  Springfield  until  his  appoint- 
ment last  June.  His  practice  concentrated  in 
civil  and  criminal  litigation.  He  handled  first 
degree  murder  cases  and  serious  felony  cases 
in  Superior  Court  and  Federal  Court.  He 
served  as  president  of  the  Hampden  County 
Bar  Association  and  the  county  Bar  Advo- 
cate Program,  and  was  appointed  to 
statewide  committees  by  the  Massachusetts 


Bar  Association  and  the  Massachusetts 
Supreme  Judicial  Court. 

In  1993,  Judge  Gordon  was  appointed  by 
Senator  Ted  Kennedy  as  a  member  of  the 
Federal  Court  Judicial  Nominating  Commit- 
tee. His  last  trial  was  a  civil  case  representing 
a  rape  victim  who  sued  a  relative.  Three 
months  before  his  judicial  appointment,  a 
Superior  Court  judge  awarded  his  client 
$1.3  million  dollars. 

Despite  his  experience  with  such  sad 
realities,  Gordon  remains  a  true  believer  in 
the  potential  of  young  people  to  overcome 
their  circumstances.  He  witnessed  firsthand 
the  difficulties  of  breaking  the  cycles  of 
crime,  violence,  and  substance  abuse  and  the 
toll  they  take  on  individuals  and  society. 

"Many  years  after  working  at  the  Deten- 
tion Center  when  I  was  in  Superior  Court,  I 
would  see  men  I  knew  as  kids  20  years 
before  on  their  way  to  Walpole  State  Prison," 
he  recalled.  "I  knew  somewhere  in  between 
those  years  their  issues  hadn't  been 


"It  is  important  to  have  a 
varied  background.  One 
should  be  involved  in  area 
bar  associations  and  active 
in  court-related  issues. 
This  will  help  provide  an 
understanding  of  the  people 
who  come  before  you, 
especially  in  District  Court." 

addressed.  You  could  tell  early  on  some  of 
these  youths  were  on  track  to  graduate  from 
juvenile  detention  to  District  Court  and 
serious  felonies.  You  could  see  this  in  kids  as 
young  as  fifteen  years  of  age.  But  you  should 
never  lose  hope  for  them.  You  should  never 
give  up  on  a  kid." 

Raising  the  Bar 

Gordon  says  he  has  been  inspired  to 
maintain  the  high  standards  set  by  judges  he 
came  to  respect  including  retired  District 
Court  Judge  Sidney  Cooley  '41  and  retired 
Probate  Court  Judge  Rudolph  Sacco. 
Among  these,  he  also  includes  Hon.  Bertha 
Josephson  '78.  "I  appeared  before  Judge 
Josephson  many  times  in  civil  and  criminal 


jury  cases.  She  truly  cares  about  people  and 
treats  everyone  in  her  courtroom  with 
respect  and  dignity." 

Making  the  move  from  standing  before 
the  bench  to  sitting  behind  it  has  been 
an  easy  transition  for  Gordon.  However, 
Gordon  does  admit  to  missing  the  process 
of  trying  cases.  He  says,  "I  thoroughly 
enjoyed  the  preparation  for  serious  cases — 
preparing  witnesses,  making  opening  argu- 
ments, cross-examining  witnesses.  For  any 
trial  lawyer  who  tries  criminal  cases,  it's  in 
your  blood." 

Today  Gordon's  new  role  requires  him  to 
"not  become  involved  or  project  myself  into 
the  trial  unless  the  defendant's  rights  or  the 
client's  rights  are  violated."  He  also  misses  the 
ability  to  move  freely  around  the  courtroom 
when  a  typical  day  may  see  up  to  50  separate 
events  on  the  docket.  But  that  variety  is  part 
of  his  new  role's  appeal. 

Says  Gordon,  "Every  day  is  exciting.  There 
is  more  diversity  to  my  day,  and  I  also  teach 
nights  at  Bay  Path  College.  It  can  be  tiring. 
Yet,  whether  it  is  9  a.m.  or  4  p.m.  that  case  is 
the  most  important  in  the  world  to  the 
people  standing  before  you.  You  must  main- 
tain a  mindset  that  is  considerate  and  alert  at 
all  times." 

Throughout  his  years  in  practice, 
Gordon  has  seen  how  drug  abuse  has  esca- 
lated the  serious  nature  of  crimes.  For  some 
criminals,  incarceration  is  the  only  hope  for 
ending  their  drug  dependence.  Recalls 
Gordon  sadly,  "Just  before  Christmas, 
I  sentenced  a  man  to  a  jail  with  a  drug  reha- 
bilitation program.  As  he  walked  out  of 
court,  he  stopped  and  said,  'Judge,  thank  you 
for  sending  me  to  jail.  This  is  the  best 
Christmas  present  I  ever  got.'" 

What  has  his  experience  taught  him 
about  the  American  jury  system?  "You  come 
to  realize  that  the  system  works.  Most  jurors 
recognize  what  an  important  public  service 
they  provide.  People  come  to  appreciate  the 
process  and  believe  that  justice  prevails." 

Of  his  role,  Gordon  said,  "We  do  have  an 
impact  on  issues  of  public  interest  and  an 
obligation  to  do  what  is  right  for  both  the 
defendant  and  the  victim.  We  ensure  that 
the  public  is  safe  and  that  due  process  works 
for  everyone."  ♦ 
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Alumni  Respond  Generously 

to  Revamped  Phonathon 


Second-year  student  Anderson  Theodore  was  part  of  the  18-member  student-caller  team  that  raised  over  $30,000  in  phonathon  pledges 


Enhancing  the  School  of  Law's  ability  to  offer  scholar- 
ship funding  to  prospective  students  is  a  prime  goal  of 
development  efforts.  To  attract  the  brightest  and  the 
most  deserving  students,  the  School  must  have  the 
resources  to  help  ease  their  tuition  burden  through 
attractive  scholarship  awards. 

Alumni  giving  plays  a  critical  role  in  moving  this  effort  forward. 
This  year  the  Offices  of  Development  and  Law  Alumni  Relations 
restructured  the  phonathon  schedule,  changing  the  mid-winter 
campaign  to  a  two-week  pre-holiday  calling  schedule.  The  result  was 
a  1 24  percent  increase! 


Alumni  generosity  brought  in  pledges  of  over  $30,000,  an  increase 
of  nearly  $17,000  over  last  year.  Thirty-seven  percent  of  the  alums 
that  students  called  responded  with  a  pledge. 

A  change  in  schedule  was  not  the  only  key  to  this  successful 
campaign.  Dean  Gaudio  personally  invited  law  students  to  participate 
as  callers.  Eighteen  students  responded  with  outstanding  results. 

The  School  of  Law  is  grateful  to  the  alums  who  pledged  their 
support  to  the  School  and  to  our  future.  "Thank  you"  to  our  gener- 
ous donors  and  dedicated  student-callers!  ♦ 
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by  Linda  J.  Moye 


STUDENT  SPOTLIGHT:  BRENDA  OPPERMANN 

AN  ADVOCATE'S  JOURNEY 
FROM  THE  PLAYGROUND 
TO  THE  PEACE  TABLE 


T 


he  seventh  grade  bully  was  at  it  again  - 
picking  on  younger  kids  too  timid  to  stand 
their  ground.  All  the  students  were  hushed, 
the  tar  was  hot  under  their  feet,  and  no  one 
dared  move.  On  this  day,  sixth-grader 
Brenda  Oppermann  had  seen  enough,  suddenly  shout- 
ing "Leave  those  kids  alone!"  Much  to  her  surprise,  it 
worked.  Parents  talked  to  other  parents  and  the  sev- 
enth grade  bully  mended  her  ways,  never  making  good 
on  a  promise  to  torment  Brenda  for  her  courage. 

So  began  a  lifelong  mission  to  defend  the  underdog 
that  would  take  little  Brenda  from  New  Jersey  to 
Kosovo,  and  46  countries  in  between.  This  was  no 
ordinary  life,  but  then  Brenda  was  no  ordinary  girl. 
She  had  no  qualms  about  quitting  school  to  hitchhike 
across  America  for  two  years,  was  not  concerned  about 
dropping  into  New  York  City  without  a  job,  and  never 
feared  for  her  safety  while  travel- 
ing through  the  deserts  and 
villages  of  foreign  lands 
(well,  once,  but  more  about 
that  later). 


First  stop:  Berlin,  1985.  After  completing  her  degree  in  Comparative 
Literature  ("literature  teaches  us  how  to  think"),  she  spent  three 
months  in  Germany  for  a  work  exchange  program  that  turned  into  a 
four-year  stay.  With  her  proficiency  in  German,  she  landed  a  job 
screening  East  Bloc  refugees  for  NATO-member  organizations.  By 
1991,  she  had  saved  enough  money  to  quit  her  job  and  travel  around 
the  world  for  two  years  with  her  American  boyfriend.  Together  they 
enjoyed  (and  endured!)  the  sights  and  sounds  of  32  countries,  often 
from  the  temporary  living  quarters  of  an  all-weather  tent.  Their  jour- 
ney started  on  bicycles  which  were  traded  in  later  for  an  apartment  in 
Spain.  Subsequent  locomotion  was  provided  by  camels,  elephants,  ox 
carts,  and  an  ostrich. 

Botswana,  1993.  During  her  graduate  studies  at  Yale,  where  she  was 
one  of  only  27  students  accepted,  she  won  a  fellowship  to  research  the 
legal,  social,  and  economic  obstacles  facing  female  entrepreneurs  in 
Botswana.  After  receiving  her  master's  degree  in  International  Rela- 
tions, she  worked  in  Washington,  DC,  and  New  York  City  as  a  man- 
agement consultant  for  a  variety  of  nonprofit  organizations,  including 
the  National  Health  Law  Program.  In  1995,  she  had  the  distinct  honor 
of  conducting  a  workshop  for  the  Fourth  UN  World  Conference  on 
Women  NGO*  Forum  in  Beijing,  China. 

Bosnia,  1996.  Her  next  stop  found  her  working  for  the  Organization 
for  Security  and  Cooperation  in  Europe  (OSCE)**.  Brenda  directed  an 
elections  and  civic  education  program  for  Bosnian  refugees  scattered 
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in  60  countries.  There,  she  got  her  first  taste  of  law,  drafting  legislation  for  refugee  voting 
rights  with  the  help  of  three  lawyers.  She  remembers  thinking,  "I  could  do  this." 

Sudan,  1998.  Brenda's  next  project  was  managing  a  food  and  emergency  operations  mission 
(and  nearly  $5  billion)  for  flood-devastated  Sudanese.  Just  a  few  days  after  learning  of  this 
new  assignment,  Sudan  was  bombed  by  the  United  States.  She  was  one  of  the  first  Americans 
allowed  in  after  the  bombing. 

Kosovo,  2000.  One  of  Brenda's  most  rewarding  jobs  was  working  in  Gnjilane,  Kosovo,  as  a 
Democratization/Minority  Affairs  Officer.  Despite  the  rather  formal  sounding  title,  she 
worked  closely  with  local  women's  groups,  Serbs,  and  Roma  (gypsies),  teaching  them  how  to 
establish  themselves  as  nonprofit  organizations.  Always  asking  first  what  was  needed  in  their 
respective  communities,  Brenda  coached  these  minority  pockets  to  maneuver  through 
bureaucracy,  develop  a  plan,  and  get  the  dollars  to  make  their  projects  happen.  Through  their 
combined  efforts,  a  new  daycare  center  and  preschool  were  born.  Hairdresser  shops  were 
opened,  bee-keeping  projects  set  up,  and  honey  and  handicrafts  sold  to  provide  much  needed 
income.  She  left  underrepresented  groups  empowered  with  the  knowledge  and  skills  to  find 
their  voice,  their  strength. 


*NGO=  non-government  organization 

"OSCE,  headquartered  in  Vienna,  Austria,  is  the  largest  regional  security  organization  in  the  world  with  55  participating  countries.  Issues  addressed  include  arms  control, 
human  rights,  democratization,  election  monitoring,  and  preventive  diplomacy. 
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If  you  get  the  idea  that  Brenda  is  a  fighter,  you  are  right.  Injus- 
tice disturbs  her.  She  points  out  that  not  a  single  woman  was 
present  at  the  Dayton  Peace  Accord  of  1995.  "How  can  it  be  that 
at  a  peace  table  of  military  and  political  leaders  where  a  blueprint 
for  society  is  being  developed,  50  percent  of  the  population  is 
excluded?"  Citing  a  specific  example  she  witnessed,  "in  Kosovo, 
30  percent  of  the  candidates  on  an  election  ballot  must  be 
women,  however,  30  percent  do  not  have  to  take  seats.  If  women 
win  any  seats,  most  parties  promptly  decline  for  them." 

She  has  reason  to  hope,  however,  given  the  recent  enact- 
ment of  a  United  Nations  resolution  that  affirms  the  value  of 
equal  participation  by  women  at  every  stage  of  the  peace 
process  (Resolution  1325,  adopted  31  October  2000  by  the  UN 
Security  Council). 

Ms.  Oppermann  fuels  her  passion  with  constant  research, 
looking  for  her  next  challenge  in  the  activities  of  worldwide 
groups  that  deal  with  the  participation  of  women  in  the  political 
process.  "Who  is  present  at  meetings  that  seek  to  stabilize 
relations  in  developing  countries?  Are  there  women  there,  and 
who  is  advocating  to  see  that  they  get  a  seat  at  the  table?"  If 
Brenda  has  her  way,  she  will  set  into  motion  the  events  that 
need  to  occur  so  that  women  will  be  there. 


Why  law  school?  What  better  way  to  have  an  impact  on  policy? 
— "Law  is  the  ultimate  form  of  policy,"  she  notes.  Brenda  will  be 
a  better  policy  advocate  with  a  legal  education  behind  her,  a 
foundation  for  the  house  she's  been  building  since  the  sixth 
grade.  She  compliments  the  professors  at  the  Law  School  for  the 
exceptional  quality  of  their  teaching.  As  a  full-time,  first-year 
student,  she  has  found  the  courses  to  be  highly  relevant  to 
everyday  human  problems;  especially  Property,  Contracts,  and 
Constitutional  Law. 

Next  Stop?  She  plans  to  create  policies  that  promote  women's 
participation  in  the  political  process  of  countries  rebuilding 
from  a  period  of  conflict.  She  anticipates  being  a  senior 
advisor  to  the  Secretary  General,  the  United  Nations,  or  another 
international  human  rights  organization.  Specific  countries  that 
still  tempt  her?  For  pleasure,  Mongolia  and  Madagascar,  because 
they  remain  unsullied  by  westernization.  For  work,  Afghanistan 
and  the  Middle  East. 

Where  does  she  get  her  inspiration?  "My  dad — he  told  me 
I  could  do  anything."  Mr.  Oppermann  was  right.  ♦ 


Name:  Brenda  Dorothea  Oppermann 

Education:  B.A.,  Comparative  Literature,  University  of 
California-Irvine  1985 

M.A.,  International  Relations,  Yale  University  1994 
J.D.  candidate.  Western  New  England  College 
School  of  Law  2004 

Home:  World  citizen  (Current  residence:  Lee,  MA) 

Family:  Two  African  violets,  14  buds! 

Hobbies:  Free  weights,  reading,  scuba  diving 

Languages:   English,  German  (and  enough  Italian,  French  and 
Arabic  to  get  by) 


Greatest  Strength:  Tenacity  in  defense  of  the  underdog 

Little  Known  Fact:  "I  can  cry  on  a  dime" 

Person  Most  Admired:  Eleanor  Roosevelt  (she  changed  the  planet!) 

Last  Book  Read:  Building  the  Rule  of  Law  in  Africa, 
by  Jennifer  Widener 

Pet  Peeve:  People  who  don't  accept  personal  responsibility 

Motto:  "Do  the  right  thing,  not  the  easy  thing" 

Life  Goal:  Change  policies  in  developing  countries  so  that 
women  have  greater  opportunities  to  be  decision 


makers  in  their  communities 
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Brenda  Oppermann  surveys  her  present  locale  atop  the  roof  of  the  S.  Prestley  Blake  Law  Center 


A  LITTLE  BIT  OF  DANGER 


Yes,  there  was  one  occasion  when  she  feared  for  her  safety. 
It  involved  a  three-day  journey  with  a  rather  angry  Algerian 
driving  through  the  southern  Sahara  in  the  cab  of  a  rickety 
truck.  After  he  picked  up  Brenda  and  her  boyfriend 
hitchhiking,  the  truck-driver  held  them  in  near-hostage 
conditions.  He  stopped  at  villages  and  forced  them  to  eat 
when  they  weren't  hungry.  He  gave  more  than  one  swift  kick 
in  the  head  to  individuals  at  various  stops  and  eateries, 
insulting  western  patrons  and  spitting  on  the  floor  in  anger. 
Matching  his  broken  French,  Brenda  tried  to  calm  him  as 
best  she  could — they  were  in  the  middle  of  the  desert  and  a 
three-day  trip  from  any  town.  The  driver  regaled  her  with 
stories  of  his  wife  in  Algiers,  and  his  wish  to  take  another, 
fair-skinned  wife.  She  insisted  she  was  married  to  her  travel- 
ing companion,  but  this  did  not  dampen  his  bizarre  flirtation. 

Her  ordeal  became  even  more  frightening  on  the  second  day 
when  the  truck  jerked  off  the  road  and  hit  a  utility  pole, 
shattering  the  windshield  and  a  bit  of  Brenda's  courage.  The 
driver  had  been  reaching  for  his  chewing  tobacco  on  the 
dashboard,  and  lost  control  of  the  vehicle.  What  followed 
was  the  obligatory  interrogation  at  the  local  police  station, 
where  Brenda's  passport  was  demanded.  While  she  was 
separated  from  her  boyfriend,  the  driver  was  always  in  the 
room  with  her,  leering  over  the  proceeding.  The  police  chief 
demanded  her  passport  and  locked  it  in  his  desk  drawer, 
telling  Brenda  "You  can  stay  here,  get  a  job  in  the  village." 
After  insisting  that  she  really  preferred  to  return  to  the 
United  States,  the  chief  asked  if  she  was  married  to  her 
companion,  noting  that  the  names  on  the  two  passports 
were  different.  Chilled  by  the  prospect  of  going  to  jail  for 
lying,  as  well  as  the  wrath  of  the  truck-driver  to  whom  she 
had  already  lied,  Brenda  paused  while  searching  for  an 
answer  that  would  satisfy  everyone.  "He's  my  fiancee,"  she 
said.  With  that,  the  police  chief  unlocked  his  desk  drawer 
and  handed  back  Brenda's  passport  (whew!),  apparently 
satisfied  with  her  answer.  She  was  free  to  go. 
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Clason  Speaker  Series 


Clason  Speaker  Series 
Gives  Rise  to 
Uncommon  Voices 


Where  can  you  learn  how  recent  Supreme 
Court  decisions  on  Indian  Law  will  affect 
tribal  sovereignty...  explore  the  impact 
of  recent  changes  regarding  regulation 
and  deregulation  of  network  technology... 
review  the  changing  role  of  the  prosecutor  in 
the  aftermath  of  the  Ken  Starr  era... 
or  learn  about  the  realities  of  today's  work- 
place from  Anita  Hill?  You  can  gain  insight 
about  these  topics  and  more  at  a  place  where 
many  legal  voices  converge  to  educate  and 
illuminate — your  alma  mater,  Western  New 
England  College  School  of  Law. 

As  the  only  Massachusetts  law  school 
outside  of  greater  Boston,  Western  New 
England  College  School  of  Law  recognizes 
the  important  role  it  plays  in  providing  a 
forum  for  discussion  of  contemporary  legal 
topics  and  societal  issues.  Since  1988,  the 
Clason  Speaker  Series  has  brought  faculty 
from  prominent  law  schools  across  the 
country  to  our  School  of  Law  for  thought 
provoking  lectures.  These  free  lectures  bring 
alumni,  students,  members  of  the  legal 
community,  and  the  general  public  together 
to  explore  topics  shaping  societal  attitudes, 
public  policy,  and  legislation  in  the  dawn 
of  21st  century  America. 

Assistant  Professor  of  Law  Lenese  Herbert 
served  as  the  organizer  of  the  2001/2002 
Clason  Speaker  Series,  assembling  a  dynamic 
group  of  speakers.  Visit  the  School  of  Law 
website  for  news  on  other  upcoming  events 
and  lectures  at  www.law.wnec.edu.  The  next 
Clason  Speaker  Series  begins  this  fall.  ♦ 


Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law 

2001-2002  Clason  » 


Paul  Butler, 

Professor  of  Law 
George  Washington 
University  School  of  Law 

February  13, 2002 

"Punishing  the  Crimes  of 
Slaves:  A  Historical  and 
Doctrinal  Analysis" 


Spencer  Overton, 

Professor  of  Law 

University  of  California  at  Davis 

School  of  Law 

October  23,  2001 

"But  some  are  More  Equal: 
Race,  Exclusion,  and 
Campaign  Finance" 


Joseph  Singer, 

Professor  of  Law 
Harvard  Law  School 

January  15, 2002 

"Canons  of  Conquest:  The 
Supreme  Court's  Attack  on 
Tribal  Sovereignty" 


Angela  Jordan  Davis, 

Professor  of  Law 
American  University 
Washington  College  of  Law 

March  26,  2002 

"The  American  Prosecutor: 
Independence,  Power,  and 
the  Threat  of  Tyranny" 


Anita  Hill 

Professor  of  Law 
Brandeis  University 

February  25, 2002 

"Social  Change  and 
Workplace  Realities: 
How  Improved  Harmony 
in  the  Workplace  Affects 
Productivity" 


Western 
New  England 
College 


The  Clason  Speaker  Series  is  supported  by  the  School  of  Law  Clason  Speaker  Fund. 
Anita  Hill's  appearance  was  cosponsored  by  the  Arthur  and  Rebecca  Marshall 
SCHOOL  OF  LAW     Endowment,  and  the  Offices  of  Diversity  Programs  and  Services,  and  Student  Affairs 
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More  than  10  years  after 
she  broke  the  nation's 
silence  surrounding  sexual 
harassment,  Anita  Hill 
remains  a  quiet  champion 
for  human  rights  in  the 
workplace.  On  February  25,  2002,  Professor 
Hill  addressed  an  audience  of  700  at  the 
Rivers  Memorial  Building  on  the  Western 
New  England  College  campus. 

The  subject  of  speculation,  admiration, 
and  condemnation,  Professor  Hill  became  a 
flashpoint  for  controversy  when  her  testimony 
in  the  Clarence  Thomas  Supreme  Court 
Confirmation  Hearings  revealed  allegations  of 
his  sexual  harassment  as  her  supervisor  in  two 
government  positions.  In  October  1991,  the 
soft-spoken  University  of  Oklahoma  College 
of  Law  professor  was  thrust  into  a  political 
firestorm  as  she  withstood  days  of  televised 
scrutiny  under  a  probing  Senate  committee. 
Black,  white,  democrat  or  republican,  male  or 
female,  the  Hill-Thomas  Hearing  brought  an 
outpouring  of  emotions  from  Americans 
across  social  and  economic  lines.  Everyone 
had  an  opinion  but  only  two  people  in 
America  had  access  to  the  truth. 

Throughout  the  hearings,  Hill's  detractors 
attacked  her  character,  her  integrity,  and  her 
credibility.  Mostly  they  questioned  her 
motives.  According  to  Hill,  the  motivation  was 
the  simple  need  to  share  what  she  knew  to 
be  the  truth. 

Professor  Hill  has  survived  and  thrived  in 
the  decade  since  she  attempted  "speaking 
truth  to  power,"  the  title  of  her  1997  book 
about  the  landmark  hearings.  As  Hill  explains, 
"I  did  not  choose  the  issue  of  sexual  harass- 
ment; it  chose  me.  And  having  been  chosen,  I 
have  come  to  believe  that  it  is  up  to  me  to  give 
meaning  to  it  all." 


Anita  Hill 

Looks  at  Social  Change  and 
Workplace  Realities:  2002 


by  Mary  Mazzaferro 


In  the  balance  of  time,  Hill  has  found 
satisfaction  in  the  knowledge  that  her  experi- 
ences have  empowered  harassment  victims  to 
speak  their  own  truths.  It  has  also  offered 
moments  of  vindication.  One  of  Hill's  most 
personal  attacks  came  in  the  1993  best-seller, 
The  Real  Anita  Hill,  written  by  David  Brock. 
In  June  2001,  the  New  York  Times  reported 
that  Brock  admitted  he  had  lied  in  the  book's 
attacks  on  Hill  to  protect  Thomas  and  the 
conservative  political  agenda.  Now  a  self- 
proclaimed  "ex-conservative,"  Brock  stated, 
"I  demonized  Democratic  senators,  their 
staffs,  and  Hill's  feminist  supporters  without 
ever  interviewing  any  of  them." 

Yet  where  are  we  now?  What  has  really 
changed  in  the  workplace  in  a  decade  that 
saw  the  search  for  truth  lead  the  President  of 
our  country  to  face  impeachment?  Has 
September  1 1  changed  the  way  we  treat  one 
another  or  will  those  who  have  the  power  to 
control  others  in  the  workplace  return  to 
business  as  usual? 

A  Call  for  Continued  Dialogue 

Greeted  with  a  standing  ovation,  Professor 
Hill  was  the  recipient  of  a  very  special  honor 
bestowed  by  the  College.  Dr.  Anthony  S. 
Caprio  presented  her  with  the  inaugural  Pres- 
ident's Medallion,  awarded  he  said,  for  her 
work  as  a  human  rights  activist  who  "cham- 
pions the  cause  of  all  workers  to  live  without 
fear  of  harassment." 

In  her  presentation,  Hill  asserted  that  law 
and  social  change  could  not  be  viewed  outside 
the  context  of  race  and  gender.  She  said, 
"Despite  social  change,  much  of  the  bias  that 
existed  has  not  been  addressed." 

Hill  said  that,  "Law  can  embrace  racial  and 
gender  history  and  use  it  in  positive  ways  to 
further  equality."  She  cited  examples  of  legal 
gains  made  on  behalf  of  women  that  have 
"benefited  our  entire  society"  such  as  workers 
compensation,  minimum  wage,  and  the 
Family  Medical  Leave  Act. 

She  said  many  issues  today  need  to  be 
considered  in  light  of  racial  and  gender 
factors.  These  include  school  violence, 
(posing  the  question  why  are  so  many 


school  shootings  committed  by  white 
males?),  domestic  violence  across  all  classes 
and  races,  and  sexual  assault  and  the  racial 
dynamics  involved  when  victims  and  rapists 
are  of  different  races. 

Hill  opened  up  the  floor  to  questions, 
and  responded  with  humor  to  one  about 
Justice  Thomas'  lack  of  verbal  participation  on 
the  Supreme  Court  bench. 

Cautioning  the  audience  that  she  was  about 
to  say  something  "catty,"  Hill  recounted  that 
Thomas'  response  to  similar  questions  about 
his  silence  was  that  he  had  been  extremely  shy 
as  a  child.  "Get  over  it!"  she  shouted  to  waves  of 
laughter  from  the  audience. 

In  conclusion  Professor  Hill  raised  the 
questions,  "Can  legal  academics  bring  about 
social  change?  As  a  teacher  can  I  start  a  move- 
ment that  will  change  society?"  She  answered 
by  saying,  "The  law  cannot  bring  about 
societal  change  without  active  public  engage- 
ment," continuing,  "when  I  went  before  the 
U.S.  Senate,  it  wasn't  my  testimony  that 
brought  about  social  change.  It  was  the 
reaction  of  the  public."  ♦ 


Associate  Professor  of  Law  Lenese  Herbert  with 
Clason  Series  speaker  Professor  of  Law  Anita  Hill 
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Choosing  the  Digital  Future 


CONFERENCE 
EXPLORES  THE 
REALITIES  OF 
ELECTRONIC 
REAL  ESTATE 
RECORDING 


by  Arthur  R.  Gaudio 
Dean  and  Professor  of  Law 
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n  Friday,  October  26,  2001,  the  School  of  Law  held  a 
Conference  entitled  Choosing  the  Digital  Future.  The 
speakers  and  panelists  reviewed  the  development  of  a 
system  of  electronic  land  records  from  both  legal  and 
practical  perspectives.  Speakers  included  Professor 
Dale  Whitman  of  the  University  of  Missouri,  Carmen 
Bramante  of  the  Federal  National  Mortgage  Association, 
David  Whitaker  of  the  Goodwin  Proctor  law  firm  in  Wash- 
ington, DC,  and  Dean  Arthur  Gaudio.  The  following  is  a 
synopsis  of  the  material  presented  at  the  Conference. 


Background.  The  technology  revolution  has  brought  about  many 
innovations  for  legal  practitioners  and  their  assistants.  A  lawyer's 
medium  is  information  and  the  ability  to  acquire,  arrange,  and 
deliver  it.  Westlaw  and  Lexis  legal  information  databases,  word 
processing,  office  management  software,  email,  and  even  the 
prospect  of  electronic  case  filings  are  but  a  few  examples  of  tech- 
nological advances  in  information  management.  Real  estate 
records  are  also  legal  information  that  can  benefit  significantly 
from  the  appropriate  application  of  technology. 

Under  traditional  land  records  methodology,  title  to  a  parcel  of 
land  is  physically  searched  in  the  registry  office  by  looking  up  the 
parcel  in  an  index,  which  then  provides  a  reference  to  a  copy  of 
the  deed,  mortgage,  or  other  document  located  in  the  land 
records.  At  the  other  end  of  the  transaction,  a  conveyance  can  be 
recorded  by  delivering  the  deed  or  mortgage  to  the  registry  office, 
where  it  is  indexed  and  recorded  in  the  land  records.  Just  as  with 
other  information,  the  index  and  land  records  can  be  placed  in 
electronic  databases. 

But  the  promise  of  electronic  recording  goes  far  beyond  merely 
creating  electronic  databases.  Is  it  possible  to  have  a  valid  and 
enforceable  electronic  document — a  document  not  reduced  to 
paper  but  existing  only  in  the  electronic  impulses  residing  on 
some  medium?  Can  those  electronic  documents  be  transmitted 
between  the  parties  electronically  and  then  sent  to  the  registry 
office  electronically — all  without  the  need  to  have  a  physical 
presence  at  the  land  registry?  Will  title  examiners  be  able  to  search 
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Electronic  Real  Estate  Conference 


the  registry  electronically — from  a  terminal 
located  in  their  offices?  Can  this  all  be  done 
economically  and  securely?  Will  the  benefits 
of  speed  and  uniformity  really  be  delivered? 
The  participants  in  the  Conference  answered 
these  questions  in  the  affirmative.  The 
process  has,  in  fact,  already  started. 

What  is  an  electronic  land  records  system? 

The  initial  question  is  "What  is  an  electronic 
document?"  There  are  actually  several  possi- 
bilities. One  kind  of  electronic  document 
starts  off  as  simply  a  paper  document  in  the 
lawyer's  or  mortgagees  office.  It  is  a  writing 
containing  the  entire  agreement  of  the  parties; 
it  is  signed  by  the  parties  in  the  traditional  way 
using  pen  and  ink;  and  finally  it  is  acknowl- 
edged before  a  notary  or  other  official.  It  is 
only  thereafter  that  it  becomes  an  electronic 
document.  The  attorney  or  mortgagee  can 
convert  the  document  by  copying  it  into  an 
electronic  graphic  file,  such  as  a  .tiff  file.  That 
file  can  then  be  sent  electronically  to  the  reg- 
istry office.  At  the  registry  office  some  of  the 
information  in  it  will  be  abstracted  into  the 
index  and  the  graphic  file  will  be  copied  into 
the  land  records.  In  effect,  the  recording 
process  is  the  same  as  exists  in  many  registry 
offices  today  (copying  of  a  paper  document 
into  a  microform  or  electronic  format);  the 
only  difference  is  that  the  copying  is  done  in 
the  attorney's  or  mortgagee's  office.  The  bene- 
fit of  this  process  is  that  delivery  is  greatly 
simplified  since  there  is  no  need  for  someone 
to  deliver  the  document  personally  to  the 
registry.  This  is  the  process  currently  autho- 
rized in  Orange  County,  California,  and 
Maricopa  County,  Arizona.  However,  this 
process  hardly  involves  an  electronic  docu- 
ment, at  least  in  a  sophisticated  form.  It  is 
not  a  document  that  can  be  searched  or  from 
which  information  can  be  extracted.  Further- 
more, the  process  may  actually  increase  costs 
to  the  consumer  because  of  duplication  of 
efforts.  There  are  also  concerns  regarding 
security  of  the  document  after  it  leaves 
the  presence  of  the  signatory.  It  might  be 
intercepted  and  the  content  changed. 

A  second  possible  electronic  document 
might  consist  of  a  document  that  never  has  a 
paper  existence  at  all,  but  rather  begins  as  an 
electronic  graphic  file  containing  the  agree- 
ment of  the  parties.  To  this  graphic  file  is 
appended  a  graphic  signature,  such  as  one 
might  encounter  when  signing  for  many 
charge  card  purchases  today.  The  "signing"  of 


the  document  may  also  be  acknowledged.  In 
order  to  help  assure  security,  it  may  also  be 
encapsulated  into  another  file  with  embedded 
"smart  card"  security.  The  combined  docu- 
ment is  then  sent  to  the  registry  office.  There, 
index  information  is  obtained  and  the 
graphic  file  is  recorded.  This  is  truly  an  elec- 
tronic document  since  a  paper  version  of  it 
never  existed.  This  model  has  been  used  in 
Broward  County,  Florida.  It  is  speedier,  less 
costly,  and  assures  security  much  better. 
However,  it  is  still  susceptible  to  interception 
and,  being  a  graphic  file,  cannot  be  searched 
nor  can  information  be  extracted  from  it. 


Registry  officials  from  throughout  the  Commonwealth 
attended  the  conference. 


A  third  model  of  an  electronic  document 
may  provide  the  best  answer  currently  avail- 
able. This  electronic  document  is  composed 
of  actual  digital  text,  which  can  be  searched 
and  from  which  information  can  be 
extracted.  It  is  not  a  graphic,  but  consists  of 
individual  words  that  can  be  presented  in  a 
readable  format.  The  document  is  signed  by  a 
method  that  involves  public  key — private  key 
digital  signature  technology.  The  private 
key  is  issued  by  a  regulated  Certification 
Authority  (as  provided  in  the  Uniform  Elec- 
tronic Transactions  Act  or  in  a  similar  enact- 
ment) and  the  document  may  be  read  (but 
not  changed)  by  using  the  public  key.  This 
model  is  currently  authorized  in  Salt  Lake 
County,  Utah,  and 
Thurston  County,  Wash- 
ington. It  incorporates  a 
technology  that  not  only 
assures  that  the  person 
with  the  private  key 
signed  the  document  but 
discloses  whether  the 
document  has  been  tam- 
pered with  on  its  transit 
to  the  registry  office. 
While  such  an  electronic 
document  is  certainly 


susceptible  to  some  fraud  (e.g.,  the  private  key 
is  lost  or  stolen),  it  is  no  more  susceptible 
than  are  current  paper  processes. 

In  preparation  for  a  sale  or  financing 
involving  the  real  estate,  the  process  of  elec- 
tronic searching  is  relatively  simple.  Once  the 
electronic  document  arrives  at  the  registry 
office,  information  from  it  is  entered  into  an 
electronic  index.  That  index  is  quite  similar  to 
a  current  paper  index,  but  in  an  electronic 
format.  It  will  allow  a  search  by  parcel  identi- 
fier number  (PIN),  grantor,  grantee,  and 
perhaps  street  address,  as  well  as  several  other 
fields.  This  is  broader  than  the  standard  tract 
or  grantor-grantee  index.  The  electronic  index 
information  will  be  linked  to  the  electronic 
land  records  itself,  where  the  electronic  deed, 
mortgage,  or  other  document  will  be  stored.  A 
person  may  access  the  registry  information  by 
means  of  the  Internet  or  a  direct  dial-up  con- 
nection. Once  proper  identity  is  established 
the  examiner  may  search  the  land  records  and 
even  download  copies  of  the  documents. 

No  doubt  the  above  description  is  highly 
simplified  and  much  effort  must  be  put  into 
establishing  the  system.  Decisions  have  to  be 
made  on  how  centralized  or  decentralized  the 
system  will  be,  and  about  whether  it  is  a  local 
county  option.  As  mentioned,  several  counties 
have  already  begun  experimenting  with 
electronic  recording  on  a  local  basis.  By  com- 
parison a  bill  has  been  introduced  in  the  Iowa 
Legislature  to  establish  a  statewide  system  that 
balances  the  issues  of  centralization  and 
decentralization. 

The  general  consensus  of  those  participat- 
ing in  the  Conference  was  that  actual 
statewide  implementation  of  an  electronic 
land  records  system  may  still  be  a  few  years 
away,  but  once  the  processes  and  protocols  are 
established,  it  will  be  implemented  quickly 
across  the  country.  ♦ 
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Faculty  Offices  Revealed! 


If  a  picture  can  say  a  thousand  words, 
these  photographic  essays  speak 
volumes  about  the  occupants  of  our 
■■i  six  distinctively  original  faculty  offices. 
Within  these  walls  inspiring  lectures  are  crafted, 
valuable  scholarship  is  researched,  caring 
advisement  is  offered,  and  sometimes  paperwork 
is  filed.  Whether  your  memories  of  these  spaces 
are  as  an  anxious  first-year  student  discussing 
your  first  writing  assignment  or  as  a  frequent 
fixture  debating  politics  of  the  day,  these  offices 
hold  many  memorable  moments  for  alumni/ae 
of  Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law. 

Can  you  identify  their  occupants? 
Make  your  best  guesses  and  then  visit 
www.law.wnec.edu/officehours 
to  see  how  well  your  memory  served  you. 
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CONTINUING  LEGAL  EDUCATION 

Programs  Provide  Professional  Development  Opportunities 


r  %  k 


Panelists  in  Law  Practice  Program  (L-R)  Tim  Korfila  '94,  Jack  Ross  '85,  Dean 
Arthur  R.  Gaudio,  Jim  Rooney,  Mark  Albano,  Joel  Castleman  '87  and  Mary 
MclMally  '83.  Judge  Jack  Schubert  and  Tani  Sapirstein  not  included  in  photo. 
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estern  New  England  College  School  of  Law  is 
committed  to  providing  ongoing  professional 
development  for  its  graduates  and  attorneys 
practicing  throughout  the  region.  Over  the  past 
year,  the  School's  Institute  for  Legislative  and  Governmental 
Affairs  has  partnered  with  all  four  area  Bar  Associations 
(Berkshire,  Franklin,  Hampden,  and  Hampshire)  and  the 
Massachusetts  Bar  Association  to  offer  Continuing  Legal  Edu- 
cation (CLE)  programs  designed  to  help  practitioners  enhance 
their  professional  skills  and  knowledge  of  specific  legal  topics. 


Linda  J.  Moye,  director  of  Law  alumni  relations,  has  made 
expanding  CLE  offerings  for  our  alumni  population  a  priority 
of  her  office.  She  said,  "We  started  planning  in  2000  to 
develop  on-campus  programs  for  our  alumni  and  local  attor- 
neys. Dean  Gaudio  is  a  strong  supporter  of  CLE  programs. 
Thanks  to  his  efforts  and  the  involvement  of  the  Institute  for 
Legislative  and  Governmental  Affairs,  alumni  can  look  for- 
ward to  a  greater  variety  of  programs  in  the  future. 

"This  year,  we've  opened  up  programs  to  more  students  by 
reducing  their  fee  to  only  $15.  Abigail  Shaine,  director  of  the 
Mass  Bar  Association,  generously  agreed  to  let  us  offer  a 
discounted  rate  to  our  students." 

To  serve  this  audience,  the  Hampden  County  Bar  Associa- 
tion cosponsored  a  free  two-part  program  entitled  "Setting  Up 
Your  Own  Practice:  Advice  from  the  Experts"  in  January  and 
February  2002.  This  non-credit  program  was  addressed  to 
students  and  recent  graduates. 

Continuing  Legal  Education  at  Western  New  England 
College  also  provides  an  opportunity  for  alumni  to  socialize 
and  catch-up  with  classmates  and  faculty.  Each  program  is 
followed  by  a  wine  and  cheese  reception.  ♦ 


In  the  Spring  of  2001,  a  program  on  "Changes  to  the  Rules 
of  Federal  Procedure,"  drew  a  large  turnout  of  attendees  from 
the  greater  Springfield  legal  community  Fall  2001  featured  a 
program  on  Residential  Real  Estate  Closings  with  Dean  Arthur 
R.  Gaudio,  Timothy  Farris  '87,  and  Richard  Drennan  compris- 
ing the  panel.  In  lanuary,  a  two-part  program  entitled  "How 
to  Probate  an  Estate"  featured  attorneys  Michele  Feinstein  and 
Ann  Weber;  and  School  of  Law  Professor  Fred  Royal. 


UPCOMING  CLE  Events: 

All  the  Massachusetts  Bar  Association  CLE  programs  are 
offered  to  Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law 
alumni/ae  at  a  discount  rate  of  only  $80.  They  have  been 
approved  for  CLE  credit  in  Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire, 
Rhode  Island,  and  Vermont. 

Visit  these  websites  to  learn  about  upcoming  CLE  events: 

www.law.wnec.edu/News/events.html 
www.massbar.org 
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Real  Estate  Practicum 


by  Professor  Sam  Stonef ield  and  Prolessor  William  Baker 


REAL  ESTATE  PRACTICUM 

Extends  Learning  Beyond  the  Classroom 


Tthe  Real  Estate  Practicum  enriches  and  extends  the 
learning  experience  of  the  classroom  with  practical 
experiences  in  the  offices  of  real  estate  attorneys.  It 
is  one  of  the  ways  in  which  Western  New  England 
College  School  of  Law  is,  in  the  words  of  the  1989  ABA  study 
known  as  the  McCrate  Report,  "bridging  the  gap"  between  the 
world  of  the  law  student  and  that  student's  future  world  of  legal 
practice.  The  Law  School  has  long  provided  simulation  courses 
in  both  litigation  and  transactional  settings.  We  have  continued 
to  strengthen  our  live-client  clinics,  most  recently  by  hiring  Pro- 
fessors Tina  Cafaro  and  Lauren  Carasik  and  offering  the  civil 
and  criminal  clinics  in  both  semesters  and  by  redesigning  the 
Consumer  Law  Clinic.  The  Real  Estate  Practicum,  now  in  its  sec- 
ond year,  represents  our  latest  attempt  at  practical  professional 
education. 

After  two  weeks  of  training  in  title  examination  and  closing 
practices,  the  Real  Estate  Practicum  places  ten  final  semester 
students  with  experienced  real  estate  attorneys  in  the  greater 
Springfield  and  northern  Connecticut  region.  The  students 
spend  12  hours  a  week  for  seven  weeks  with  attorneys  primarily 
involved  in  residential  closings,  "shadowing"  the  attorneys  in 
their  practice  and  performing  a  variety  of  tasks.  The  placements 
for  the  final  five  weeks  of  the  semester  have  been  more  varied 
and  have  included  other  law  offices,  title  insurance  companies,  a 
bank,  and  a  real  estate  management  firm.  In  the  weekly  seminar 
meetings,  we  discuss  the  field  experiences  (similar  to  "case 
rounds"  in  medical  school)  and  also  study  (and  have  expert 
presentations  on)  topics  such  as  title  insurance,  environmental 
issues,  bankruptcy,  foreclosure,  tax-free  exchanges,  and  commer- 
cial lease  drafting.  There  are  also  written  exercises  throughout 
the  semester,  from  preparing  a  title  abstract  to  drafting  client 
letters  and  workout  documents. 

The  response  of  both  the  students  and  the  practicing  attor- 
neys has  been  very  enthusiastic.  The  students  enjoy  the  realism 
and  texture  of  working  with  practicing  attorneys  while  having 
the  support  and  supervision  of  their  full-time  professors.  Both 
the  attorneys  who  have  accepted  the  students  and  those  that  have 
given  special  class  presentations  have  been  generous  with  their 
time  and  thoughtful  with  their  mentoring  advice.  As  indicated  in 
the  sidebar,  many  of  the  attorneys  are  alumni  and  the  Practicum 


affords  a  special  opportunity  to  strengthen  the  ties  between  the 
Law  School  and  our  alums. 

We  believe  that  the  Practicum  provides  a  sound  and  effective 
method  for  educating  upper-level  law  students.  It  is  working  well 
in  the  area  of  real  estate  and  we  are  hopeful  that  future  years  will 
see  Practicums  in  other  areas,  such  as  family  law,  business  law, 
and  criminal  defense.  If  you  have  any  good  suggestions 
for  practicum  programs,  or  if  you  are  interested  in  participating 
in  the  Real  Estate  Practicum,  send  us  an  email  at 
wbaker@law.wnec.edu  or  sstonefield@law.wnec.edu  ♦ 


Dennis  Powers  '83,  of  Katz,  Argenio  and  Powers  in  Springfield, 
presenting  at  the  Real  Estate  Practicum 


Western  New  England  College 
School  of  Law  Alumni/ae 
participating 
in  the  Real  Estate  Practicum 


Clark  Abbott  '86 
Michael  Agen  78 
Jim  Czapiga  '94 
Eileen  Dunn  '87 
Hank  Geberth  76 
Dennis  Powers  '82 

Ken  Shea  74 
Jeanne  Thompson  '88 
Dennis  Tully  76 
Margo  Welch  '94 
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^^i^      "   Leonard  Baynes,  professor  of 

/  ^\  law.  authored  "Who  is  Black 
f^^^k  J  Enough  For  You?  An  Analysis 
of  Northwestern  University  Law 
School's  Struggle  Over  Minor- 
ity Faculty,"  which  originally 
appeared  in  The  Michigan  Jour- 
nal of  Race  and  Law,  and  "If  It's 
Not  Just  Black  and  White  Anymore,  Why  Does 
Darkness  Cast  a  Longer  Discriminatory  Shadow 
than  Lightness?  An  Investigation  and  Analysis" 
reproduced  in  a  book  by  Professor  Kevin  Brown  of 
the  University  of  California,  Davis.  The  book  is 
entitled  Mixed  Race  America:  A  Critical  Reader. 
Professor  Baynes  has  recently  moved  to  St.  John's 
University  School  of  Law  where  he  is  teaching 
Business  Organizations,  Communications  Law, 
Property,  and  Regulated  Industries.  He  is  also  orga- 
nizing a  Law  Day  for  his  alma  mater,  Msgr. 
McClancy  Memorial  High  School,  in  East 
Elmhurst,  NY. 

Amy  Cohen,  professor  of  law, 
made  a  presentation  on  June 
12,  2001,  to  the  North  Ameri- 
can Paper  and  Plastics  industry 
Credit  Group  (part  of  the 
National  Association  of  Credit 
Management)  on  "Antitrust 
Law  and  the  Implications  for 
Trade  Associations:  Exchanging  information 
about  Customers  and  Suppliers."  The  presenta- 
tion took  place  in  Springfield. 

Beth  Cohen,  assistant  professor 
of  law,  attended  the  Interna- 
tional Alliance  of  Holistic 
Lawyers'  ninth  annual  confer- 
"  '^Hi  ence  in  Vermont  on  September 
6-9,  2001.  The  conference,  enti- 
tled "Shifting  the  Legal  Para- 
digm: Being  the  Change  We 
Seek,"  attracted  lawyers  from  all  over  the  world 
who  are  committed  to  practicing  law  in  a  way 
that  promotes  peaceful  advocacy  at  all  levels. 

Robin  Kundis  Craig,  associate 
professor  of  law,  wrote  an  arti- 
cle entitled  "Local  or  National? 
The  Increasing  Federalization 
of  Nonpoint  Source  Pollution 
Control"  that  appeared  in  June 
2001  in  15  Journal  of  Environ- 
mental Law  &  Litigation  179- 
233  (2000),  the  environmental  law  journal  of  the 
University  of  Oregon.  Another  article,  "Navigating 
Federalism:  The  Missing  Statutory  Analysis  in 


Solid  Waste  Agency,"  appeared  in  31:5  of  the  Envi- 
ronmental Low  Reporter  10508-10527  (May  2001 ). 

Professor  Craig,  together  with  Springfield 
attorney  Harry  Carroll  '75,  presented  a  panel 
discussion  on  "Liberty  and  community  as  Recur- 
rent Themes  in  American  Property  Law"  at 
UMass  on  May  3,  2001. 

Professor  Craig  also  wrote  an  article  entitled 
"Will  Separation  of  Powers  Challenges  Take  Care 
of  Environmental  Citizen  Suits?"  which  was 
featured  prominently  in  a  Continuing  Legal 
Education  program  for  environmental  litigators 
sponsored  by  the  American  Law  Institute  and  the 
American  Bar  Association.  In  addition,  the  article 
has  been  cited  in  current  federal  litigation  to  help 
defend  environmental  citizen  suits  against  consti- 
tutional challenges.  Professor  Craig  has  also 
authored  a  book  chapter  entitled  "Oceans  and 
Estuaries"  that  has  been  accepted  for  publication  in 
Sustainable  Development  in  the  United  States  Ten 
Years  After  the  Earth  Summit,  a  book  that  will 
appear  in  Spring  2002  from  the  Environmental 
Law  Institute.  The  book  will  also  be  used  to 
explain  the  United  States'  position  at  the  Johannes- 
burg Summit  to  be  held  in  the  summer  of  2002. 

Professor  Craig  attended  the  National 
Resources  Law  Teachers  Institute  in  Estes  Park, 
CO,  in  June  200 1 ,  hosted  by  the  Rocky  Mountain 
Mineral  Law  Foundation.  This  biennial  conference 
involved  two  days  of  presentations  on  environ- 
mental law  and  a  field  trip  to  Rocky  Mountain 
National  Park.  In  July  and  August  2001,  Professor 
Craig  participated  in  an  online  conference  entided 
"Conservation  and  the  Coral  Reef  World,"  which 
brought  together  marine  biologists,  conservation 
groups,  and  marine  educators  from  around  the 
world.  The  conference  was  sponsored  by  the 
National  Oceanic  and  Atmospheric  Administra- 
tion (NOAA),  Sustainable  Seas  Expeditions  and 
CoExploration.  Professor  Craig  presented  a  paper 
at  the  W.G.  Hart  Legal  Workshop  2001— The 
Changing  Work  and  Organization  of  Lawyers: 
Education  Implications,  in  London,  England  in 
June  2001.  "Ocean  Discharge  Criteria  and  Marine 
Protected  Areas:  Ocean  Water  Quality  Protection 
and  the  Clean  Water  Act,"  which  Professor  Craig 
cowrote  with  Sarah  Miller  '01,  appeared  as  the 
lead  article  in  the  Fall  2001  issue  of  the  Boston  Col- 
lege Environmental  Affairs  Law  Review.  "The  Other 
Side  of  Sustainable  Aquaculture:  Mariculture  and 
Nonpoint  Source  Pollution"  is  due  to  appear  in 
April  2002  in  the  Washington  University  Environ- 
mental Law  Societies'  conference.  This  year's  con- 
ference is  entitled  "Sustainable  Agriculture:  Food 
for  the  Future." 


In  February  2002,  Professor  Craig  organized 
an  Environmental  Law  Symposium  entitled 
"The  Bush  Administration  and  the  Environ- 
ment: A  One- Year  Retrospective  and  Predictions 
for  the  Next  Three  Years." 

Arthur  R.  Gaudio,  dean 
of  the  School  of  Law, 
published  an  annual  supple- 
ment to  his  book  Real  Estate 
Brokerage  Law,  published  by 
WestGroup.  Dean  Gaudio 
has  also  received  a  Massa- 
chusetts Senate  Citation  on 
his  appointment  as  dean  of  the  Western  New 
England  College  School  of  Law.  In  addition, 
Dean  Gaudio  was  appointed  chairman  of  the 
American  Bar  Association  Section  on  the  Legal 
Education  Technology  Committee.  Bringing  his 
technical  expertise  to  many  venues,  he  was  a 
speaker  at  the  October  26  daylong  conference  at 
the  Law  School  entitled  "Choosing  the  Digital 
Future,"  and  at  a  Massachusetts  Bar  Association 
CLE  on  real  estate  closings  November  15,  a 
breakfast  for  CATIC  (Connecticut  Attorneys 
Title  Insurance  Company)  on  November  7,  and 
a  breakfast  meeting  for  Western  Massachusetts 
Legislators  on  April  12,  2002. 

wjj  James  Gordon,  professor  of 
law,  wrote  an  article  entitled 
"Religion  and  the  First 
Justice  Harlan:  A  Study  in 
Late  Nineteenth  Century 
Presbyterian  Constitutional- 
ism," that  has  been  accepted 
for  publication  in  85  Mar- 
quette Law  Review.  An  earlier  article,  "Did  the 
First  Justice  Harlan  Have  a  Black  Brother?,"  pub- 
lished originally  in  15  Western  New  England  Law 
Review  (159,  1993),  will  be  excerpted  in  a  book.  It 
will  appear  in  Mixed  Race  America:  A  Critical 
Reader,  a  book  edited  by  the  University  of  Cali- 
fornia, Davis,  Professor  Kevin  R.  Johnson.  The 
book  is  scheduled  for  publication  by  the  New 
York  University  Press  in  2002.  Professor  Gordon 
also  attended  the  Association  of  American  Law 
Schools'  summer  conference  entitled  "New  Ideas 
for  Experienced  Law  Teachers,"  which  was  held  in 
Calgary,  Canada,  June  9- 1 3,  200 1 . 
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^P^^  Eric  Gouvin,  professor  of 
law,  was  selected  as  a  Center 
for  Computer  Assisted  Legal 
Instruction  (CALI)  Business 
Organizations  Fellow  to  be 
part  of  a  team  of  six  law  pro- 
fessors designing  a  set  of 
online  lessons  covering  the 
basic  business  organization  course.  The  CALI 
Fellows  were  selected  from  a  national  pool  of  law 
professors  and  expect  to  finish  the  project  by 
June  2002.  Western  New  England  College 
School  of  Law  hosted  the  April  20  working 
session  for  the  CALI  Business  Organization 
Fellows. 

In  May  2001,  Professor  Gouvin  was  invited 
to  participate  in  a  banking  conference  held  at 
Cleveland-Marshall  School  of  Law  at  Cleveland 
State  University.  KeyCorp  and  National  City 
Bank  sponsored  the  conference  entitled  "Finan- 
cial Modernization  After  Gramm-Leach-Bliley," 
which  examined  several  aspects  of  financial 
service  regulations  in  light  of  the  groundbreaking 
changes  in  federal  law  that  were  ushered  in  by  the 
Gramm-Leach-Bliley  Act  of  1999.  Professor 
Gouvin  participated  on  the  panel  discussing 
systematic  risk.  His  paper  entitled  "Financial 
Holding  Company  Liability  After  Gramm-Leach- 
Bliley"  will  be  published  by  LEXIS  Publishing 
along  with  the  other  papers  from  the  conference. 

Professor  Gouvin  was  selected  to  present 
a  topic  on  innovative  teaching  methods  at  a 
conference  sponsored  by  the  Association  of 
American  Law  Schools.  The  conference  was  held 
in  Calgary,  Alberta,  in  June  and  was  entitled 
"New  Ideas  for  Experienced  Teachers."  Professor 
Gouvin's  presentation  provided  an  overview  of  a 
mini-simulation  he  uses  in  his  corporate  finance 
course  to  examine  the  students  at  the  end  of  the 
term.  He  also  presented  a  paper  at  the  Canadian 
Law  and  Economics  Association  annual  meeting  at 
the  University  of  Toronto  in  September  2001.  His 
paper,  "The  Political  Economy  of  Canada's  Widely 
Held  Rule  for  Large  Banks,"  addressed  an  aspect  of 
Canadian  banking  law  that  seems  to  be  intended  as 
a  non-tariff  barrier  to  trade.  The  paper  has  been 
published  in  the  journal  Law  and  Policy  in  Interna- 
tional Business  at  Georgetown  University  Law 
School.  In  addition,  it  was  published  in  Volume  & 
Policy  in  International  Business. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Association 
of  American  Law  Schools  held  in  New  Orleans  in 
January,  Professor  Gouvin  was  re-elected  as  a 
member  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  AALS 
section  on  Financial  Institutions  and  Consumer 
Financial  Services. 


Leora  Harpaz,  professor  of 
law,  conducted  a  workshop 
on  "Public  School  Web 
Pages  and  Hyperlinks:  How 
to  Enjoy  the  Educational 
•  Benefits  of  Linking  While 
Avoiding  the  Potential  Legal 
Pitfalls"  as  part  of  the  Eighth 
Annual  Education  Law  Institute  held  in  July 
2001,  at  Franklin  Pierce  Law  Center  in 
Concord,  NH. 

Lenese  Herbert,  assistant 
professor  of  law,  has 
announced  that  her  article 
entitled  "Can't  You  See  What 
I'm  Saying?  Making  Nonver- 
bal Expressive  Conduct  a 
Crime  in  'High  Crime 
Areas'"  has  been  accepted 
for  publication  in  the  Georgetown  Journal  of 
Poverty  Law  and  Policy.  The  article,  which  draws 
on  Professor  Herbert's  experiences  as  a  former 
assistant  United  States  attorney  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  examines  the  First  Amendment 
implications  of  treating  "running  from  law 
enforcement"  as  a  sufficient  indicator  of  crimi- 
nality if  the  flight  occurs  in  a  so-called  "high 
crime  area."  Professor  Herbert  also  presented 
her  paper  to  the  Northeast  People  of  Color 
Legal  Scholarship  Conference  held  at  CUNY 
Law  School  in  the  spring  of  2001. 

Michele  Dill  LaRose,  head  of  reader  services,  Law 
Library,  Pat  Newcombe,  reference  librarian,  Law 
Library;  and  Bonnie  Koneski- White,  associate 
director  of  the  Law  Library,  attended  the  Ameri- 
can Association  of  Law  Libraries  annual  meeting 
in  Minneapolis  in  July.  The  librarians  staffed  a 
booth  containing  a  display  of  library  events  and 
publications,  which  attracted  many  attendees 
from  all  types  of  law  libraries  nationwide. 

Arthur  Leavens,  Associate 
^\       Dean  and  Professor  of  Law, 
served  from  January  22  to  25 
on  the  faculty  of  Harvard 
Law  School's  annual  Trial 
Advocacy  Workshop,  a  three- 
mtf  ^fl    I   week  intensive  program 
^^Mi^^^^B    designed  to  teach  the  profes- 
sional skills  associated  with  trial  advocacy.  The 
faculty  was  composed  of  trial  lawyers,  judges  and 
law  professors  from  around  the  country,  each 
of  whom  participated  for  one  of  the  three  weeks 
of  the  Workshop.  Dean  Leavens  participated 
in  the  week  which  focused  on  (1)  direct  and 
cross  examination  of  expert  witnesses  and 
(2)  closing  argument. 


i 


On  February  26,  he  was  one  of  four  law  pro- 
fessors on  a  panel  which  presented  a  program  to 
the  Committee  on  Professionalism  of  the  Con- 
necticut Bar  Association.  The  program  was  called 
"An  Evening  with  the  Academics,"  and  its  subject 
matter  was  the  teaching  of  professionalism  and 
civility  in  the  practice  of  law. 

Patricia  Newcombe,  reference  librarian, 
Law  Library,  was  named  as  a  new  member  of 
the  Intellectual  Freedom  Committee  of  the 
Massachusetts  Library  Association.  The  commit- 
tee promotes  awareness  of  intellectual  freedom 
issues  and  provides  support  to  the  Massachu- 
setts Library  Community  in  upholding  the 
principles  of  intellectual  freedom. 

Professor  Sam  Stonefield, 

recently  presented  a  paper  at 
a  conference  in  Washington, 
DC,  jointly  sponsored  by  the 
Brookings  Institution,  the 
Urban  Institute,  the  Harvard 
r  I  University  Civil  Rights  Pro- 
I  I       ject,  and  the  Joint  Center  for 

Housing  Studies.  The  conference  was  on  "Hous- 
ing Opportunities,  Civil  Rights  and  the  Regional 
Agenda."  Professor  Stonefield  addressed  "State 
Override  Statutes:  Lessons  Learned,"  drawing  on 
his  recent  research  and  on  the  conference  on 
"Affordable  Housing  and  Expanding  Regional 
Housing  Opportunity"  held  at  the  Law  School 
in  December  1999.  Professor  Stonefield 
and  Robin  Kundis  Craig,  associate  professor 
of  law,  together  with  Springfield  attorney 
Harry  Carroll  '75,  presented  a  panel  discussion. 

Bonnie  Koneski-White,  asso- 
ciate director  of  the  Law 
Library,  has  published 
"Increasing  Affordable  Hous- 
ing and  Regional  Housing 
Opportunity  in  New  England: 
Perspectives  on  the  Occasion 
of  the  Thirtieth  Anniversary 
of  the  Massachusetts  Comprehensive  Permit 
Law:  A  Selected  Bibliography"  in  the  Western 
New  England  Law  Review,  Volume  22,  Number 
2,  2000.  Also,  Bonnie  was  elected  to  the  Execu- 
tive Board  of  the  Academic  Law  Library  section 
of  the  American  Association  of  Law  Libraries. 


SPRING  2002 


♦  23 


Law 
Faculty 

IN  THE 

NEWS 


Faculty  Member 

Date 
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Beth  Cohen 

9/12 

National  Jurist  Magazine 

First- Year  Law  Student  Essay 

Taylor  Flynn 

11/26 

Union-News 

U.S.  Flags  in  Advertising 

Art  Gaudio 

10/4 

1  VI  L.V 

Union-News 

1  lninn-l\lp\A/c 
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Dean  Gaudio  Welcoming  Ceremony 

Roil  Potato  1  dia/  Pnnfaronro 

Eric  Gouvin 

10/26 

Union-News 

Retailers  with  Personal  Information 

Leora  Harpaz 

11/29 

19/97 

1/31 

Union-News 

1  lninn-l\lp\A/c 

UlliUII  IvCWo 

Union-News 

Intellectual  Property  Cyber  Squatting 

Pwhor  Qniiattinn 
uyuci  Ol^Udlllliy 

Juvenile  Murder  Trial 

Lenese  Herbert 

1/30 
1/31 

Union-News 
Union-News 

Criminal  Law 
Juvenile  Murder  Trial 

Barbara  Hyland 

8/1 

WNYT-Ch.13 

Law  Consumer  Affairs 

Cam  QtnnofiolH 

Odl  1 1  OLUI ICI ICIU 

I  VI C.V 
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\  L.I  \  V 

1/30 
2/6 
2/6 
2/14 

1  lninn-l\lp\A/c 
UlliUII  IvuWo 

Union-News 
WWLP-TV22 
Union-News 
Union-News 

Dill  LdUull  ld[JO 

Cardinal  Law  Criminal  Changes 
Mass  Appeals  Court 
Mass  Appeals  Court 
Enron  case 

Nancy  Sykes 

12/1 

Union-News 

Massachusetts  General  Law  Youth  Offenders 

Arthur  Wolf 

8/29 

9/12 

9/12 

9/13 

10/18 

10/25 

1/7 

2/8 

Boston  &  WMass  Law  Tribune 

WMAS  Radio 

WWLP-TV22 

Boston  Globe 

Union-News 

WWLP-TV22 

WGBY-TV57 

WWLP-TV22 

MPRE  Law  Exam 

World  Trade  Center  Disaster 

World  Trade  Center  Disaster 

World  Trade  Center  Disaster 

URL  Code  Hearings 

New  Price  Powers  bill 

Legislative  Institute/Military  Tribunals 

Elections  for  Judges 

Western  New  England  Law  Review 
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Diverse  Backgrounds 
Distinguish  Faculty  Additions 


by  Manon  L.  Mirabelli 


The  Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law  strives  to  provide  its  students  with  some  of  the  nation's  best  and 
brightest  minds  in  legal  education.  The  School's  faculty  roster  continues  to  attract  distinguished  educators  and  legal 
scholars  who  bring  fresh  perspectives  to  our  curriculum.  The  following  educators  have  recently  joined  the  School 
of  Law  faculty,  having  brought  with  them  the  breadth  of  experience  and  kinds  of  credentials  that  will 
further  enhance  the  reputation  of  your  alma  mater. 


Tina  Wescott  Cafaro 

Assistant  Clinical  Professor  of  Law 
B.A.,  University  of  Massachusetts 
J.D.,  Western  New  England  College 

Professor  Cafaro  was  formerly  an 
assistant  district  attorney  in  the 
Hampden  County  district  attorney's 
Office.  Prior  to  that,  she  served  as  a 
judicial  law  clerk  for  the  Honorable 
Kent  B.  Smith  of  the  Massachusetts 
Appeals  Court.  She  has  worked  for 
the  Massachusetts  Criminal  Justice 
Training  Council  teaching  criminal 
law  and  procedure.  She  began  her 
law  teaching  career  in  1999  as  an 
adjunct  professor  in  the  Criminal 
Law  Clinic  at  Western  New  England 
College  School  of  Law. 


Lauren  J.  Carasik 

Assistant  Clinical  Professor  of  Law 

B.A.,  Earlham  College 

J.D.,  Northeastern  University 

Professor  Carasik  practiced  law  in 
the  elder  unit  at  Merrimack  Valley 
Legal  Services  in  Lowell,  MA, 
before  opening  her  solo  practice 
concentrating  in  disability  rights 
and  mental  health  law.  She  then 
joined  the  staff  of  the  Center  for 
Public  Representation  (CPR)  in 
Northampton,  MA,  where  she 
served  as  adjunct  faculty  at  Western 
New  England  College,  supervising 
the  Disability  Law  Clinic.  After 
leaving  CPR,  she  supervised  the 
Anti-Discrimination  Clinic  at 
Western  New  England  College  as 
adjunct  faculty  before  joining  the 
full-time  faculty  in  2001. 


Jennifer  S.  Martin 

Assistant  Professor  of  Law 
B.S.,  University  of  Nevada,  Las  Vegas 
J.D.,  Vanderbilt  University 
School  of  Law 

Upon  graduation  from  law  school, 
Professor  Martin  became  an  associate 
with  the  international  practice  group 
of  Baker  &  Botts,  L.L.P.,  practicing  in 
both  the  Houston  and  Dallas  offices. 
A  member  of  the  Texas  and  American 
Bar  Associations,  Professor  Martin 
was  a  principal  attorney  for  Houston 
Industries  Incorporated  (now  Reliant 
Energy).  She  previously  taught  at 
Northern  Kentucky  University's 
Salmon  P.  Chase  College  of  Law, 
teaching  in  the  area  of  corporate 
and  commercial  law,  as  well  as  gender 
and  the  law.  Professor  Martin  has 
also  taught  as  an  adjunct  professor  at 
both  University  of  Houston  College 
of  Law  and  Southern  Methodist 
University  School  of  Law,  teaching 
in  the  area  of  international  compara- 
tive law.  She  has  published  several 
articles  in  publications  such  as  the 
Georgia  State  University  Law  Review, 
Tennessee  Law  Review,  and  Vanderbilt 
Journal  of  Transnational  Law. 


Katharine  Van  Tassel 

Assistant  Professor  of  Law 
R.N.,  B.S.N.,  Case  Western 
Reserve  University 
J.D.,  Case  Western  University 
School  of  Law 

After  graduating  from  law 
school,  Professor  Van  Tassel 
clerked  for  U.S.  District  Court 
fudge  William  K.  Thomas.  She 
then  became  associated  with 
Squire,  Sanders  &  Dempsey 
before  becoming  the  managing 
partner  of  Van  Tassel  &  Associ- 
ates, a  law  firm  that  specialized 
in  products  liability  and  federal 
multi-district  court  litigation. 
More  recently,  Professor  Van 
Tassel  was  an  assistant  professor 
of  Law  at  Ohio  Northern 
University  and  a  visiting  assistant 
professor  of  law  at  Cleveland- 
Marshall  College  of  Law.  Her 
areas  of  interest  include  torts, 
health  law,  and  products  liability. 
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by  Professor  Arthur  D.  Wolf* 


Summary  of  the  2001  -2002  Program 

Institute  for  Legislative 
and  Governmental  Affairs 


Western  New  England  College  hosts  the  Springfield  mayoral  debate.  (At  right)  Law  professors  Lenese  Herbert,  Leora  Harpaz,  Bruce  Miller,  and 
Art  Wolf  were  among  the  faculty  members  who  participated  in  the  Annual  Review  of  Supreme  Court  Decisions. 


The  Institute  for  Legislative  and  Governmental  Affairs 
began  its  second  year  of  operations  in  August  2001.  It 
presented  a  number  of  programs  covering  a  variety  of 
matters  relating  to  the  legislative  process.  Beginning  in 
October  with  the  Sixth  Annual  Review  of  Supreme  Court  Decisions, 
Professors  Harpaz,  Herbert,  Miller,  and  Wolf  focused  on  four  notewor- 
thy areas  of  the  Court's  jurisprudence  during  the  October  Term,  2000. 

Professor  Harpaz  offered  her  analysis  of,  and  perspectives  on  the 
First  Amendment  cases;  Professor  Herbert  concentrated  on  the  Fourth 
Amendment  decisions  involving  search  and  seizure;  and  Professor 
Miller  focused  on  the  federalism  opinions,  especially  the  Court's 
expanding  state  power  at  the  expense  of  federal  authority.  Finally, 
Professor  Wolf  explored  the  immigration  cases,  noting  the  reluctance 
of  the  Court  to  allow  Congress  to  cut  off  judicial  review  in  alien  cases 
or  to  permit  the  Attorney  General  to  detain  aliens  indefinitely. 

Last  fall,  the  Legislative  Institute  continued  another  tradition  the 
Law  School  started  four  years  ago:  inviting  a  committee  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Legislature  to  the  Law  School  to  hold  hearings.  In  the  spring 
of  2002,  the  Institute  hopes  to  arrange  visits  by  additional  legislative 
committees  to  address  deregulation  of  the  electric-generating  and 
transmission  industry  and  revisions  to  Chapter  209A,  the  Domestic 
Abuse  Prevention  Act. 


Last  October,  with  the  assistance  of 
Representative  Gale  D.  Candaras  '82 
(13th  Hampden),  the  Joint  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  conducted  hearings  on 
H.  1042  and  S.  877,  bills  to  adopt  the 
Uniform  Probate  Code  in  Massachusetts. 

Representative  David  Donnelly  ( 10th  Suffolk),  House  chair  of  the  Joint 
Committee,  stated  that  the  adoption  of  the  UPC  would  accomplish 
two  primary  and  laudable  objectives.  "First,  the  UPC  is  designed  to 
increase  significantly  the  efficiency  of  the  entire  probate  system  by 
eliminating  archaic,  confusing,  and  time  consuming  procedures  and 
evidentiary  burdens,  some  of  which  date  back  to  colonial  days,"  he 
noted.  "Second,  under  the  UPC,  attorneys  should  be  able  to  serve  their 
clients  better  and  more  economically  by  relying  on  a  standard,  more 
logical  body  of  rules,"  the  Chairman  added. 

Senator  Robert  S.  Creedon  Jr.  (2nd  Plymouth  and  Bristol),  Senate 
Chair  of  the  Joint  Committee,  expressed  his  hope  that  the  probate  bar 
would  participate  actively  with  the  Committee  to  determine  whether 
the  UPC  should  be  adopted.  "We  really  need  to  hear  how  these  revi- 
sions will  affect  everyone  who  works  daily  with  these  issues,"  he  stated. 

In  late  October,  through  the  efforts  of  Professor  Sam  Stonefield  and 
Dean  Arthur  Gaudio,  the  Institute  cosponsored  "Choosing  the  Digital 
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Institute  for  Legislative  and  Governmental  Affairs 


(Photo  left)  Dean  Arthur  R.  Gaudio,  Timothy 
Farris  '98,  and  Richard  Drennan  at  the 
Electronic  Real  Estate  symposium 

(Photo  right)  Dan  Meyer,  General  Counsel, 
Public  Employees  for  Environmental  Respon- 
sibility (PEER),  Washington,  DC;  Christopher 
B.  Myhrum,  Esq,,  Bulkley,  Richardson,  and 
Gelinas,  LLP,  Springfield,  MA;  Associate 
Professor  Robin  K.  Craig  and  Dean  Arthur  R, 
Gaudio  at  the  Environmental  symposium 


Future:  The  Use  and  Recording  of  Electronic  Real  Estate  Instruments 
in  New  England  and  New  York,"  a  program  to  discuss  the  feasibility  of 
a  system  for  electronic  filing  of  real  estate  documents.  We  were 
pleased  to  have  three  principal  sponsors  of  the  program:  CATIC,  First 
American  Title  Insurance  Company,  and  Bulkley,  Richardson  & 
Gelinas,  L.L.R,  a  Springfield  law  firm. 

With  Professor  Stonefield  serving  as  the  principal  organizer,  the 
seminar  brought  together  professionals  from  a  variety  of  areas  of  real 
estate  practice  in  New  England  and  New  York,  including  registry  of 
deeds  personnel,  closing  attorneys,  real  property  scholars,  and  others. 
The  conference  included  demonstrations  of  how  such  a  system  would 
work.  Prior  to  his  coming  to  the  Law  School,  Dean  Gaudio  had  served 
as  a  consultant  to  the  Iowa  State  Bar  Association  to  help  draft  legisla- 
tion to  authorize  electronic  filing.  He  used  an  audiovisual  presentation 
at  lunch  to  identify  the  challenges  such  a  system  presents.  We  were 
honored  to  have  Justice  John  M.  Greaney  of  the  Massachusetts 
Supreme  Judicial  Court  introduce  the  proceedings. 

During  the  fall  semester,  the  director  of  the  Institute  offered  a  simu- 
lation class  in  Legislation.  Through  consultation  with  members  of  the 
State  Legislature,  he  identified  10  topics  for  research,  writing,  and  draft- 
ing projects.  The  students  divided  into  six  working  groups,  addressing 
these  areas  of  possible  legislative  change:  election  reform  in  the  wake  of 
the  November,  2000,  election;  use  of  cell  phones  by  automobile  drivers; 
amendments  to  the  domestic  abuse  prevention  statute;  keeping  dogs  in 
residential  neighborhoods;  bail  reform;  and  regulating  the  use  of  exotic 
animals  in  traveling  shows.  The  students  researched  these  topics, 
drafted  bills,  and  prepared  and  presented  testimony  before  a  simulated 
committee  of  the  Massachusetts  legislature.  When  available,  the 
director  likes  to  invite  members  of  the  State  Legislature  to 
discuss  their  roles  and  functions  with  students. 

The  Institute  also  cosponsored  two  events  in  the  political  arena. 
First,  it  assisted  the  College's  Director  of  College  Relations/Community 
Outreach  Brenda  Garton  in  her  organization  and  presentation  of  the 
principal  debate  of  last  year's  Springfield  mayoral  election  between 
incumbent  Mayor  Michael  Albano  and  challenger  State  Representative 
Paul  Caron.  Second,  the  Institute  and  the  Women's  Bar  Association 
hosted  a  seminar  on  "Women  in  Politics,"  featuring  five  prominent 
Massachusetts  elected  officials. 


A  major  feature  of  the  Institute's  agenda  this  year  was  the  presenta- 
tion of  Continuing  Legal  Education  seminars.  With  the  cooperation  of 
the  Massachusetts  Bar  Association  and  the  four  Western  Massachusetts 
bar  associations,  the  Institute  has  been  able  to  bring  these  programs  to 
the  Law  School  with  discounted  rates  for  our  graduates  and  current 
students.  The  Law  School  faculty  has  also  played  major  roles  in  these 
presentations. 

In  February  2002,  through  the  primary  efforts  of  Professor  Robin 
Craig,  the  Institute  sponsored  an  environmental  symposium:  "The 
Bush  Administration  and  the  Environment:  A  One- Year  Retrospective 
and  Predictions  for  the  Next  Three  Years."  [See  full  article  on  Page  30] 
The  panelists  seemed  to  agree  that:  ( 1 )  New  England  is  less  likely  to  feel 
the  effects  of  the  change  in  Administration  than  other  parts  of  the 
country  because  state  law  provides  equal  or  greater  protection  of  the 
environment  than  federal  law;  (2)  the  most  significant  effect  of  the 
change  for  New  England  will  probably  be  relaxed  air  emission 
standards  for  power  plants  in  the  mid-West,  which  will  continue  to 
affect  adversely  air  quality  here;  and  (3)  nationwide,  endangered  species 
protection  stands  the  best  chance  of  being  gutted,  especially  with 
respect  to  lands  owned  by  the  military. 

The  Institute  is  also  planning  two  other  seminars.  Professors  Miller 
and  Freeman  are  preparing  a  conference  on  welfare  reform  and  the 
rights  of  welfare  recipients  in  the  workplace.  In  addition,  several  mem- 
bers of  the  faculty  including  Professors  Gouvin,  Miller,  and  Wolf,  will 
address  the  topic,  "Legal  Responses  to  Terrorism."  Last  fall  the  Congress 
enacted  the  "USA  Patriot  Act,"  an  omnibus  bill  containing  a  wide  vari- 
ety of  provisions  to  deal  with  the  prevention  of  terrorism  and  the 
apprehension  of  terrorists.  The  seminar  will  discuss  key  features  of  the 
act,  including  provisions  relating  to  immigration,  habeas  corpus, 
surveillance,  and  money  laundering. 

Through  the  efforts  of  Professor  Kalodner  and  our  audiovisual 
department,  many  of  these  programs  have  been  recorded  and  in  some 
instances  "streamed"  onto  our  HomePage,  where  visitors  can  find 
verbatim  transcripts.  Readers  are  encouraged  to  visit  the  Law  School's 
HomePage  for  these  and  other  important  entries.  ♦ 
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By  Marion  L.  Mirabelli 

A  Day  in  the  Life  of  the  Honorable  Michael  A.  Ponsor 


It  is  a  clear,  crisp,  cold  January  morning  with  a  brisk 
wind  blowing  on  this  particular  Wednesday,  and  inside 
the  federal  court  building  in  downtown  Springfield, 
the  Honorable  Michael  Ponsor  is  in  his  fifth  floor 
office  preparing  for  the  hectic  day  ahead. 
Ponsor,  an  adjunct  member  of  the  Western  New  England 
College  School  of  Law  faculty,  begins  this  day  at  5:30  a.m.,  and 
sometime  before  arriving  at  his  office  at  7  a.m.,  swims  to  relieve 
back  pain.  By  7  a.m.,  he  is  at  his  desk  dictating  letters  and 
memos;  responding  to  email  messages;  reviewing  files;  and 
meeting  with  his  law  clerks,  secretary,  and  court  deputy. 

At  9  a.m.,  the  federal  judge  is  sitting  on  the  bench  presiding 
over  his  court  hearing  a  civil  lawsuit,  P.L.A.Y.  vs.  Nike.  The 
founder  of  P.L.A.Y.,  a  nonprofit  group,  is  alleging  that  the  popu- 
lar maker  of  athletic  shoes  and  clothing  breached  its  sponsorship 
contract  with  the  organization.  (The  jury  later  finds  that  the 
plaintiff  failed  to  prove  any  breach  of  contract  on  Nike's  part. ) 

The  attorneys  for  the  defendant  and  plaintiff  are  in  place,  the 
jury  is  brought  into  the  courtroom,  and  Ponsor  is  ready  to 
begin.  About  a  half  hour  into  the  plaintiff's  testimony,  the  judge 
explains  to  the  jury  why  the  attorneys  ask  his  permission  to 
approach  the  witness. 

"TV  programs  show  lawyers  breathing  on  witnesses.  That 
doesn't  happen  in  real  life,"  he  says.  "That's  what  drives  me  crazy 
about  TV.  In  real  life,  lawyers  keep  their  distance  from  the 


witnesses,  and  it's  part  of  the  ritual  to  ask  the  judge's  permission 
to  approach  the  witness." 

He  also  injects  humor  in  the  proceedings,  at  one  point  telling 
the  jurors  not  to  assume  a  point  of  testimony  is  crucial  because 
he  is  writing  on  his  notepad. 

"Don't  place  importance  on  what  the  judge  is  writing,"  he  warns 
the  men  and  women  sitting  in  the  jury  box.  "For  all  you  know,  I 
could  be  reminding  myself  to  pick  up  milk  on  my  way  home." 

But  on  this  Wednesday,  the  55-year-old  judge  will  not  get  back 
to  his  Amherst  home  until  9  p.m.,  after  teaching  Western  New 
England  College  law  students  the  Civil  Litigation  class  he  devel- 
oped and  taught  at  his  alma  mater  of  Yale  University.  In  addition 
to  having  received  his  law  degree  from  Yale,  Ponsor  also  earned  a 
bachelor  of  arts  degree  from  Harvard  University,  as  well  as 
another  B.A.  and  his  master's  degree  from  Oxford  University. 

"I've  always  enjoyed  teaching,"  he  notes.  "I  got  the  idea  for  the 
course  I  wanted  to  teach,  put  a  syllabus  together,  and  presented  it 
to  the  Dean  of  the  Law  School  at  the  time." 

Having  always  found  teaching  personally  fulfilling,  Ponsor 
says  he  derives  a  great  deal  of  satisfaction  from  helping  to  shape 
law  students  into  fine  attorneys.  He  also  has  a  high  regard  for  the 
Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law  saying,  "I  have 
personally  benefited  from  the  School's  excellent  graduates,  since 
they  constantly  appear  before  me  to  argue  cases  and  make  up  the 
largest  group  of  my  law  clerks." 
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His  students,  he  said,  are  "fabulous"  and  he  is  having  a 
"wonderful  time"  imparting  lessons  of  the  law.  In  addition,  he  is 
impressed  with  his  students  and  thinks  the  School's  student 
population  is  interesting  and  comprised  of  "a  lot  of  very 
experienced  professionals." 

"They  bring  a  lot  of  different  ideas  to  class,"  he  adds. 

At  1  p.m.,  Ponsor  recesses  for  lunch  and  excuses  the  jury  that 
will  decide  the  fate  of  the  civil  lawsuit.  The  trial  will  resume  the 
next  day,  but  the  judge  has  one  hour  to  have  a  quick  sandwich  at 
his  desk  while  submitting  to  an  interview,  having  his  picture 
taken,  conducting  meetings,  returning  calls,  and  giving  the 
architects  designing  the  new  federal  courthouse  his  input. 

Ponsor  is  planning  on  presiding  over  a  2  p.m.  hearing  on  a 
habeas  corpus  petition,  but  it  is  cancelled.  Instead  he  pushes  up  the 
2:30  p.m.  white-collar  fraud  sentencing. 

Once  again,  Ponsor  is  sitting  on  the  bench,  this  time  charged 
with  sentencing  a  man,  found  guilty  in  the  American  Inventors, 
Corp.  white-collar  fraud  scheme.  The  man,  who  was  one  member 
of  the  group  involved  in  the  scheme,  was  not  included  in  the  orig- 
inal indictment,  and  cooperated  with  the  government.  He  is  also 
the  second  to  the  last  to  be  sentenced  in  this  case. 

Before  sentencing  him,  and  after  listening  to  both  the  defense 
attorney  and  the  U.S.  prosecutor  speak,  Ponsor  asks  the  man  if  he 
would  like  to  add  any  comments  on  his  own  behalf. 

"I  would  be  interested  in  hearing  what  you  have  to  say, 
although  your  attorney  spoke  eloquently,"  he  says. 

The  man  declines  to  add  anything  further  and  just  before 
rendering  his  sentence,  Ponsor  again  speaks  to  the  man  and  says 
evenly,  "This  was  a  heartless  criminal  conspiracy  that  stole  $60 
million  from  people  trusting  enough  to  believe  the  scam.  I  have  a 
responsibility  to  sentence  you  appropriately." 

Ponsor  sentences  him  to  four  months  prison  time  in  a 
community  confinement  center  that  will  allow  him  to  continue  to 
work,  one  year  of  home  confinement  with  an  electronic  ankle 
device  for  which  he  must  pay  about  $5  per  day,  and  three  years 
probation.  He  must  also  pay  the  United  States  government  $6,000 
in  fees,  is  forbidden  from  opening  any  credit  accounts,  and  must 
make  restitution  to  the  innocent  parties,  many  of  whom  were 
bilked  of  their  life  savings,  in  the  amount  of  $1.25  million. 

"This  has  been  a  sad  case  in  almost  every  way,"  Ponsor  says 
soberly.  "I  will  be  happy  to  have  the  last  sentencing  behind  me." 

At  3  p.m.,  Ponsor's  full  day  is  far  from  over.  Half  this  day  is 
behind  him,  but  he  must  now  interview  law  clerks.  And  while  this 
particular  job  candidate  is  not  a  Western  New  England  College 
School  of  Law  student,  the  judge  notes  that  the  majority  of  his 
clerks  have  come  from  the  School — not  because  he  favors  them, 
but  because  they  are  the  best  qualified  for  the  job. 

At  about  5:15  p.m.  every  Wednesday,  Ponsor  leaves  the  Federal 
Court  building,  has  a  sandwich  for  dinner,  and  drives  to  the 


Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law  to  teach  his  class  that 
meets  from  5:45  p.m.  until  8:15  p.m.  From  there,  he  returns  to  his 
home,  where  he  has  a  light  meal  before  retiring  for  the  evening. 

Asked  about  the  difficulty  of  being  objective  and  his  own 
perspective  on  how  he  would  like  to  be  viewed,  Ponsor,  who  has 
been  a  judge  since  1984,  says  his  hope  is  that  "people  think  I'm 
well  prepared  and  fair." 

As  far  as  his  view  of  the  legal  system,  Judge  Ponsor  says,  "I  am 
proud  to  play  a  role  in  a  system  of  justice  that,  however  flawed,  is 
still  mankind's  best  effort  to  create  a  fair  process.  No  legal  system 
that  exists,  or  ever  has  existed,  tries  so  earnestly  to  protect  the 
rights  of  the  people  involved  in  it." 

"I  also  find  it  deeply  satisfying  to  play  a  small  part  in  training  the 
lawyers  who  will  have  such  a  key  role  in  that  system,"  he  adds.  ♦ 
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PROFESSIONAL  CAREER: 
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he  northeast's  air  quality  and  the  nation's 
endangered  species  are  the  most  likely  environ- 
mental victims  of  the  change  in  presidential 
administration,  the  speakers  at  the  law  school's 
Environmental  Law  Symposium  seemed  to 
agree  on  Saturday,  February  2,  2002.  Otherwise, 
the  change  from  President  Clinton  to  President 
Bush  is  unlikely  to  affect  environmental  quality  much  in  the 
northeast,  although  other  regions  of  the  country  may  suffer  more 
significant  impacts  to  their  environments. 

The  Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law  and  its  Insti- 
tute for  Legislative  and  Governmental  Affairs  sponsored  the  sym- 
posium, which  was  entitled  "The  Bush  Administration  and  the 
Environment:  A  One-Year  Retrospective  and  Predictions  for  the 
Next  Three  Years."  Speakers  included  Mr.  Ira  Leighton,  the  acting 
deputy  regional  administrator  for  Region  1  of  the  Environmental 
Protection  Agency  ("EPA  New  England");  Dr.  Mamie  Parker,  the 
regional  director  for  the  Northeast  Region  of  the  U.S.  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Service;  Mr.  Robert  Bell,  chief  regional  counsel  for  the 
Massachusetts  Department  of  Environmental  Protection;  Mr.  Dan 
Meyer,  Esq.,  general  counsel  for  the  Public  Employees  for  Envi- 
ronmental Responsibility  ( PEER),  Washington,  DC;  and  Mr. 


Christopher  Myhrum,  Esq.,  chair  of  the  Environmental  Practice 
Group  at  Bulkley,  Richardson,  &  Gelinas,  LLP,  in  Springfield,  MA. 

Ira  Leighton  began  the  symposium  with  a  review  of  EPA  New 
England's  projects  in  this  region,  stressing  that  the  New  England 
states  are  so  strongly  in  favor  of  environmental  protection  that 
the  change  in  presidential  administration  is  unlikely  to  bring  sig- 
nificant changes  in  environmental  quality  here.  Mr.  Leighton 
stressed  the  work  that  EPA  New  England  is  doing  in  community 
projects,  such  as  the  Lower  Charles  River  cleanup  and  in  elimi- 
nating lead  contamination  for  children  in  the  communities  most 
afflicted  by  such  poisoning.  He  also  emphasized  environmental 
justice  and  EPA  New  England's  goal  to  lead  by  example  and  to 
encourage  companies,  universities,  and  colleges  to  commit  to 
greater-than-required  environmental  goals. 

Dr.  Mamie  Parker  followed  Mr.  Leighton,  creating  a  theme 
that  with  the  Bush  Administration,  "what  you  see  is  what  you 
get."  She  praised  the  quality  of  people  that  President  Bush  has 
appointed  in  the  Department  of  Interior  but  noted  that  their  pri- 
orities were  well  known  before  their  appointments  and  are 
unlikely  to  change  during  this  Administration.  As  a  result,  she 
expects  to  see  a  decrease  in  land  acquisition  for  National  Wildlife 
Refuges  and  an  emphasis  on  reducing  regulations  to  allow  more 


(Top  photo,  left  to  right)  Associate  Professor  Robin  K.  Craig;  A.  Ira  Leighton.  Acting  Deputy  Regional  Administrator.  EPA  Region  1 ;  State  Representative  Gale  D.  Candaras 
'82  (13th  Hampden);  Dr.  Mamie  Parker,  Regional  Administrator.  U.S.  Fish  &  Wildlife  Service:  Professor  Art  Wolf;  Robert  Bell,  Chief  Regional  Councel,  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Environmental  Protection;  and  Dean  Arthur  R.  Gaudio 
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human-centered  activities.  She  also  expects  to  see  improvements  in 
the  section  7  consultations  for  endangered  species  under  the  Endan- 
gered Species  Act  and  a  greater  emphasis  on  habitat  conservation 
plans  (HCPs).  However,  although  the  Bush  Administration  has  been 
behind  schedule  in  staffing  the  Department  of  Interior,  and 
although  Department  resources  have  been  diverted  since  September 
11  (for  example,  Fish  and  Wildlife  officials  have  been  acting  as  sky 
marshalls),  Dr.  Parker  predicts  that  the  Northeast  Region  will  be 
fine,  in  part,  because  states  actively  cooperate  in  this  area. 

Robert  Bell  picked  up  the  theme  of  the  states'  role  in  environ- 
mental protection,  stressing  that  states  have  independent  authority 
to  protect  the  environment  and  that  Massachusetts,  in  particular,  has 
enacted  statutes  that  parallel  almost  all  of  the  federal 
environmental  statutes — often  imposing  stricter  requirements  and 
broader  coverage  at  the  same  time.  For  example,  Massachusetts  wet- 
lands law  is  so  comprehensive  that  federal  wetlands  law  rarely  comes 
into  play,  and  the  state's  hazardous  waste  law  has  been  responsible 
for  getting  thousands  of  sites  cleaned  up  in  Massachusetts — 
although  the  larger  sites  tend  to  be  governed  by  the  federal  Super- 
fund  provisions.  Mr.  Bell  did  note,  however,  that  the  expected 
amendments  to  the  federal  Clean  Air  Act  regulations  will  likely  affect 
this  region  over  the  next  three  years,  because  they  will  probably 
make  it  less  likely  that  power  plants  in  the  Midwest  will  have  to 
install  the  best  technologies  to  control  air  pollution,  thus  sending 
nitrogen  oxides  (which  cause  ozone  and  smog  problems)  and  sulfur 
dioxide  (which  causes  acid  rain)  to  the  northeast. 

Christopher  Myhrum  also  emphasized  the  effects  of  the  new 
Clean  Air  Act  regulations  for  the  Northeast  in  his  talk.  In  addition, 
he  noted  that  the  only  environmental  statute  that  Congress  has 
enacted  in  the  last  year  was  the  so-called  Brownfields  Act,  which 
gives  money  to  states  to  work  with  lightly  contaminated  ("de 
micromis")  sites.  In  his  opinion,  environmental  politics  is  like  all 
other  politics — it  is  driven  by  public  image  and  money  considera- 
tions. The  bottom  line,  however,  is  that  neither  he  nor  other 
practitioners  in  this  area  have  yet  seen  much  of  a  change  in  their 
environmental  law  practices  since  President  Bush  took  office, 
nor  does  he  expect  many  changes  in  the  next  three  years. 


Dan  Meyer  presented  a  more  national  view,  noting 
that  national  defense  is  now  and  is  likely  to  remain  the  Bush 
Administration's  #1  priority,  leading  to  a  budget  shift  away  from 
environmental  issues.  In  fact,  Mr.  Meyer  predicts  the  emphasis  on 
defense  will  cost  us  the  Endangered  Species  Act;  he  noted  that 
exceptions  to  the  ESA  are  already  being  proposed  for  the  Depart- 
ment of  Defense,  which  controls  more  land  and  habitat  than  either 
the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  or  the  Department  of  the  Interior. 
In  addition,  despite  excellent  federal  environmental  laws  that  could 
work  quite  well,  enforcement  is  becoming  more  and  more 
discretionary  with  the  agencies,  and  that  discretion  becomes  impor- 
tant as  environmental  laws  increasingly  force  citizens  to  change  their 
habits  and  lives.  Finally,  Mr.  Meyer  emphasized  the  "war  on 
science" — the  public  debate  regarding  the  soundness  of  environ- 
mental science  and  decision-making  that  can  make  the  laws 
themselves,  and  their  enforcement,  irrelevant. 

More  than  50  people  attended  the  Environmental  Law  Sympo- 
sium. Dean  Arthur  Gaudio  and  Professor  Art  Wolf  offered  welcom- 
ing remarks  to  the  participants  on  behalf  of  the  Law  School  and  the 
Institute  for  Legislative  and  Governmental  Affairs,  respectively. 
Associate  Professor  Robin  Craig  introduced  the  speakers  and  acted 
as  moderator  for  the  two  panels.  ♦ 


(Left)  Dr.  Mamie  Parker  and  (Right)  Symposium  organizer  Associate  Professor  Robin  Kundis  Craig 
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Regional  Receptions  Provide 
Introductions  to  New  Dean 

Dean  Arthur  R.  Gaudio  has  made  outreach  to  our  alumni 
population  a  priority  since  his  installment  last  tall.  Dean  Gaudio 
along  with  Linda  J.  Moye,  director  ot  law  alumni  relations,  and 
faculty  members  have  hosted  intormal  gatherings  with  members 
of  our  alumni  family  in  cities  throughout  the  east  coast.  We  invite 
you  to  join  them  this  spring  at  a  reception  near  you! 

•  The  fall  alumni  event  schedule  kicked  off  on  September  22  at  Homecoming 
2001  when  alumni,  faculty,  and  law  administrators  gathered  for  five  and 
ten-year  reunions  in  the  Freedman  Room  at  the  College's  Campus  Center. 
This  year,  the  Office  of  Law  Alumni  Relations  will  be  hosting  a  reunion  for 
graduates  from  the  following  classes:  1997  (5  years),  1992  (10  years), 
1987  (15  years),  1982  (20  years),  1977  (25  years),  1972  (30  years), 

1967  (35  years),  1962  (40  years),  1957  (45  years),  1952  (50  years), 
1947  (55  years),  and  1942  (60  years).  We'll  keep  you  posted  on  details 
through  the  new  bimonthly  alumni  newsletter,  The  Law  School  Digest. 

•  On  October  9,  2001 ,  the  Alumni  and  Students  of  Color  Dinner  was  held 
in  the  beautiful  mountaintop  setting  of  the  Log  Cabin  Banquet  and  Meeting 
House  in  Holyoke,  MA.  This  affair  brought  students,  alumni,  and  faculty 
together  to  network  and  share  experiences  about  the  legal  profession  and 
their  careers.  Later  that  month  on  the  18th,  Dean  Gaudio  hosted  a  dinner 
with  alumni/ae  living  in  the  Washington,  DC,  area. 

•  The  Hartford  Club  was  the  setting  for  a  reception  for  alumni/ae  living  in 
the  greater  Hartford  area  on  November  21,  2001.  With  more  than  80  people 
in  attendance.  Dean  Gaudio  was  able  to  meet  many  Connecticut  graduates 
personally  to  discuss  the  growth  of  the  Law  Alumni  Association  and 
opportunities  for  alumni/ae  to  become  more  involved  with  both  the 
Association  and  the  School. 


(Photo  Left)  Dean  Arthur  R.  Gaudio  and  Director  of  Law  Alumni  Relations 
Linda  J.  Moye  gather  with  alumni/ae  from  greater  Philadelphia  at  the 
Law  Offices  of  Schnader,  Harrison,  Segal  and  Lewis 

(Photo  Right)  Diana  Pinkos,  systems  supervisor  for  development,  and 
Linda  J.  Moye  welcome  law  alums  to  Homecoming  2001 


•  Southern  hospitality  was  in  full  swing  when  Dean  Gaudio  was  greeted 
by  alumni/ae  residing  in  New  Orleans  on  January  5,  2002.  He  enjoyed  an 
intimate  luncheon  with  those  gathered  at  the  Riverside  Hilton  Hotel. 

•The  elegant  Colony  Club  in  Springfield's  Tower  Square  was  the  setting  for 
the  alumni/ae  luncheon  for  Springfield  area  graduates  held  on  January  10, 
2002.  More  than  85  guests  attended  this  popular  annual  event. 

•  The  Law  Offices  of  Schnader,  Harrison,  Segal,  and  Lewis  opened  their 
doors  to  Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law  graduates  on 
February  7.  Nancy  Winkelman  '86,  a  partner  in  the  firm,  graciously 
welcomed  Dean  Gaudio  and  Linda  Moye  to  an  afternoon  gathering 

of  alumni/ae  from  greater  Philadelphia. 


SPRING  RECEPTIONS 

March  7  Boston  Reception 

March  18  Albany  Reception 

April  4  New  Haven  Reception 

April  9  Atlanta  Reception 

April  18  New  York  City  Reception 

May  16  Providence  Reception 

May  30  Worcester  Reception 

For  details  and  locations  of  upcoming  receptions,  contact 
the  Office  of  Law  Alumni  Relations:  413-782-1523 
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LAW  ALUMNI  CHAPTER  PROGRAM 
POISED  FOR  EXPANSION 

The  Law  Alumni  Association  and  Office  of  Law 
Alumni  Relations  are  working  to  expand  the 
chapters  program  to  better  serve  the  needs  and 
interests  of  our  alumni/ae.  Chapters  have  been 
proposed  for  Maine,  North  Carolina,  Boston,  and 
Springfield,  among  others.  Volunteers  and  chapter 
chairs  are  needed  to  help  make  these  chapters  a 
reality.  If  you  want  to  stay  connected  to  alumni/ae 
living  in  your  area,  the  Law  Alumni  Chapter  pro- 
gram is  the  ideal  place  to  start.  To  get  involved, 
please  call  Linda  J.  Moye,  director  of  law  alumni 
relations,  at  413-782-1523. 

MAKE  A  DIFFERENCE- 
JOIN  THE  BOARD 

The  Law  Alumni  Association  Board  of  Directors  is 
actively  seeking  new  members  for  our  next  board. 
Please  contact  Linda  Moye  to  submit  your  name 
or  someone  else's  name  for  nomination. 

CAREER  SERVICES: 

A  VALUABLE  ALUMNI  RESOURCE 

Your  relationship  with  the  School  of  Law  is 
one  that  will  last  a  lifetime.  Among  the  many 
resources  available  to  alumni/ae  are  the  services 
of  our  Office  of  Career  Services.  Alumni  can 
use  these  resources  either  to  locate  employment 
positions  for  themselves  or  to  find  qualified 
employees  for  their  firms  or  organizations. 

Counselors  are  available  to  meet  with  alumni/ae 
for  advisement  on  clerkships,  career  opportuni- 
ties, and  training  programs.  Contact  the  Office 
of  Career  Services  to  arrange  an  appointment. 

Those  looking  to  hire  current  students  or  gradu- 
ates can  post  their  requirements  through  our 
Interview/Job  Registration  form  accessed  at 
http://www.law.wnec.edu/Careers/jobrequest.html 
Open  positions  are  publicized  three  ways:  through 
daily  posting  on  the  website;  through  Careers, 
our  weekly  newsletter  distributed  to  current 
full-  and  part-time  students;  and  through  the 
monthly  Alumni  Job  Bulletin  which  is  distributed 
to  subscribers. 

To  learn  more  about  these  services,  contact  the 
Office  of  Career  Services  at  413-782-1416. 


(L-R)  Attorney  Jack  Ross  '85,  Dean  Arthur  R.  Gaudio,  and  Attorney  David  Sullivan  pledge  support  for  the 
new  Mentoring  Program 

mentors 

Mentoring  Opportunity 
Attracts  Alumni 

When  alums  of  Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law  reflect  on  their  early  careers, 
often  they  name  one  or  more  mentors  who  took  them  under  their  wing  or  inspired  them  to 
enter  a  particular  area  of  specialization.  Now  the  School  offers  our  alums  and  local  attorneys 
the  opportunity  to  play  that  same  important  role  in  the  lives  and  careers  of  our  current 
students  through  our  new  Law  Mentor  Program. 

The  program  was  officially  launched  with  a  Mentoring  Reception  on  January  24,  2002  when 
members  of  the  bench  and  bar  turned  out  en  force  to  help  our  students  build  bridges  from 
the  classroom  to  the  courtroom.  Nontraditional  legal  careers  were  also  represented, 
yet  there  is  always  room  for  more  alumni/ae  to  become  involved.  Mentoring  activities  may 
take  the  form  of  introducing  students  to  local  attorneys,  including  them  in  a  client  meeting 
or  a  luncheon,  or  inviting  them  to  watch  a  court  session.  What  a  wonderful  way  to  stay 
connected  to  the  School  of  Law! 


To  learn  more,  contact  Chellie  Allen  at  callen@wnec.edu  or  Beth  Cohen  at  bcohen@law.wnec.edu 
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basketball 

Alumni  Hold  Court  at  Basketball  Tourney 

GOT  GAME?  Or  just  love  to  hoop  it  up  with  the  old  team?  No  matter,  alumni  basketball  players  and  fans  are  always 
welcome  at  the  Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law  Basketball  Tournament,  held  this  year  February  1-3. 

Now  in  its  27th  year,  the  Tourney  brought  alums,  students,  and  faculty  together  for  three  days  of  b-ball  fever — 
at  the  newly  resurfaced  court  of  the  College's  Alumni  Healthful  Living  Center.  As  with  tradition,  teams  came  from 
throughout  New  England  to  play  on  our  home  court.  This  year's  competitors  included  Harvard,  Boston  College, 
Quinnipiac,  Albany,  UConn,  Vermont,  Touro,  and  Maine.  While  Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law 
played  tough,  Quinnipiac  took  the  Alumni  Men's  win  and  UConn  took  the  Women's  title. 


our  teams 


Student  Competitions 


by  Manon  L.  Mirabelli 


Jessup  International  Law 
Moot  Court  Competition 

Law  schools  throughout  the  world  participate  in  this 
event  in  which  students  prepare  briefs  and  argue  both 
sides  of  a  hypothetical  case  before  the  International 
Court  of  Justice,  the  judicial  arm  of  the  United  Nations. 
This  year's  team  included  Ann  Couchon,  Sarah  Ricard, 
Ken  Sloat,  and  Curtis  Mollohan.  The  team  prepared  two 
briefs  (one  for  each  case)  dealing  with  Internet  access 
and  state  responsibilities.  The  competition  was  held 
February  8  to  10  and  was  hosted  by  the  Western  New 
England  College  School  of  Law. 

Albert  R.  Mugel  National  Tax 
Moot  Court  Competition 

With  Professor  Frederick  Royal  as  their  advisor, 
graduating  Law  School  senior  Gautaum  Sem 
and  second-year  student  John  Kerwin  traveled 
to  St.  Petersburg,  Florida,  to  argue  their  case 
February  6  to  10.  The  event,  sponsored  this  year 
by  the  Florida  Bar  Association,  is  designed  to  give 
students  the  opportunity  to  advance  their  skills 
in  research  writing  and  oral  advocacy  in  the 
area  of  tax. 

National  First  Amendment 
National  Moot  Court  Competition 

On  February  22  and  23,  Marie  Jablonski  and 
Lorraine  O'Hehir,  along  with  team  advisors  Myra 
Orlen  and  Jeanne  Kaiser,  traveled  to  Vanderbilt 
University  in  Nashville,  TN,  to  argue  a  case  concern- 
ing political  speech  in  the  workplace.  "Our  team  was 
assigned  to  represent  a  naturalized  U.S.  citizen 
of  Palestinian  descent,"  Orlen  explained.  "His 


contract  to  provide  food  services  at  a  public  college 
had  been  cancelled  due  to  his  membership  in  an 
organization  supportive  of  the  Palestinian  cause." 
"Each  year,"  Orlen  added,  "the  Vanderbilt  Moot  Court 
Board  creates  a  problem  that  is  timely,  thought  pro- 
voking, and  challenging.  This  year  is  no  exception." 

National  Moot  Court 
Competition 

Under  the  direction  of  Professor  Bruce  Miller,  third- 
year  students  Douglas  Pierce  and  Jason  Osborne 
competed  in  this  event  in  November  2001.  In  an  issue 
that  was  just  decided  by  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court, 
Pierce  and  Osborne  argued  both  sides  of  the  case  of 
whether  the  Egual  Employment  Opportunity  Commis- 
sion has  the  right  to  sue  an  employer  on  behalf  of  an 
employee  once  a  dispute  has  gone  into  arbitration. 
The  U.S.  Supreme  Court  ruled  in  favor  of  the  EEOC. 

National  Trial  Competition 

In  the  civil  case  tried  on  February  21,  22,  and  23, 
third-year  law  students  Janice  Mize,  Dawn  Shwartz, 
Jason  Thomas,  and  Sarah  Hulbert  argued  both  sides 
of  a  case  in  which  a  man  repossessing  a  vehicle  was 
killed  by  the  owner  at  his  home  where  the  car  was 
kept.  No  criminal  charges  were  brought  against  the 
shooter,  although  "there  probably  should  have  been," 
said  team  advisor  Professor  John  Egnal.  Instead,  the 
dead  man's  wife  is  suing  the  killer  for  damages.  The 
witnesses  for  the  defense  included  the  killer  and  his 
wife,  while  the  owner  of  the  repossession  company 
and  the  first  police  officer  to  respond  to  the  scene  of 
the  crime  took  the  stand  as  witnesses  for  the  plaintiff. 
Win  or  lose,  Egnal  noted,  participation  in  the  event  is 
"a  very  valuable  experience"  that  serves  a  practical 


Alumni  and  Students 
of  Color  Dinner 

October  15,  2002 
Log  Cabin  Banquet 
and  Meeting  House 
Holyoke,  Massachusetts 

For  details  and  reservations,  contact 

Linda  J.  Moye,  director  of  law  alumni  relations, 

at  413-782-1523  or  email  lmoye@law.wnec.edu 
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Sarah  Ricard  '03,  represents  the  Jessup  Team  at  the  inter- 
national competition  held  at  the  School  of  Law  in  February 


purpose.  Second-year  law  students  Sandy  Shaw, 
Bensen  Sollivan,  Barbara  Casey,  and  Tanya  Duten 
aided  the  team  with  evidence  research.  "Former  mem- 
bers of  teams  call  and  tell  me  of  recent  trials  and  tell 
me  how  the  experience  helped  them,"  Egnal  said.  Also 
assisting  the  team  with  evidence  research  were 
second-year  students  Sandy  Shaw,  Bensen  Sollivan, 
Barbara  Casey,  and  Tanya  Duten. 

Negotiation  Competition 

Two  teams  competed  in  this  regional  and  national 
event  in  which  law  students'  negotiating  skills  are 
tested  and  honed.  The  regional  competition,  comprised 
of  Ann  Thomas  and  Kevin  Kerwin  under  coach  and 
Law  School  Assistant  Dean  of  Students  Nancy  Sykes, 
negotiated  a  case  in  November  2001  that  concerned 
gender  and  the  law.  The  second  team,  which  competed 
at  the  national  level  in  February,  was  coached  by  Lori 
Granat-Dupell  '01  and  dealt  with  employment  law.  Seth 
Thomas  and  Peter  Graczkowski  negotiated  back  pay 
for  their  client  and  tried  to  get  her  former  employer  to 
rehire  her  after  she  was  discharged  for  insubordination 
stemming  from  harassment  charges  she  brought 
against  the  company.  "This  year's  problem  was  not 
only  extremely  interesting,  but  also  very  timely," 
Granat-Dupell  said.  "With  the  economy  at  a  standstill, 
companies  are  discharging  employees  left  and  right." 
The  team  reached  the  final  round  and  placed  fourth 
nationally.  This  was  the  third  consecutive  year  that  a 
Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law  team 
reached  the  final  round. 
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1962 

William  M.  Fitzgerald  is  currently  general 
counsel  to  the  Hampden  County  Sheriff's  Depart- 
ment in  Ludlow,  MA. 

1974 

William  C.  Gerstenzang,  partner  in  the  firm 
Norris,  McLaughlin  &  Marcus,  P.A.,  has  been 
re-elected  Town  fudge  for  the  Town  of  Yorktown, 
NY,  for  a  four-year  term. 

1976 

Mary  Hurley-Marks  was  re-elected  to  the  Spring- 
field Library  and  Museums  Board  of  Trustees. 

Gary  Thomas,  founder  of  Wealth  Technology 
Group  in  West  Springfield,  MA,  is  a  new  member 
of  the  Law  Alumni  Association  Board  of  Directors. 

1977 

Marty  Martin  successfully  completed  the  Harvard 
Business  School  and  Hauser  Center  for  Non-Profit 
Organizations  program  titled  "Performance 
Measurement  for  Effective  Management  of  Non- 
Profit  Organizations"  and  the  Harvard  Business 
School's  program  "Governing  for  Non-Profit 
Excellence,  Critical  Issues  for  Board  Leadership." 
He  is  one  of  ten  individuals  nationwide  to  have 
completed  training  in  both  programs.  He  was  also 
appointed  by  the  Wake  County  Commissioners 
to  serve  on  the  Wake  County  Juvenile  Crime 
Prevention  Council.  Marty,  a  principal  in  his  own 
practice  in  North  Carolina,  is  a  new  member  of 
the  Law  Alumni  Association  Board  of  Directors. 

Stephen  A.  Unsworth  announces  the  opening  of 
his  new  law  firm,  Unsworth,  Powell,  Barra,  Orr  & 
Bredice,  PLC,  in  Essex  Junction,  VT.  He  is  also 
founder  and  managing  partner  of  Advantage  Title, 
Closing  and  Escrow,  LLC,  the  largest  title  company 
in  Vermont. 


Paul  Cooperstein,  president  of  Strategic  Interven- 
tion Associates,  was  named  a  winner  in  the  2001 
South  Shore  Chamber  of  Commerce  "Success 
Profiles"  competition. 

William  M.  Rosen  recently  joined  the  Washing- 
ton, DC,  office  of  Cozen  O'Connor  as  a  member 
of  the  firm's  Business  Group,  where  he  will 
concentrate  his  practice  in  government  contracts. 

1979 

Michael  Dowling  is  board-certified  as  a  trial 
advocate  by  the  National  Board  of  Trial  Advocacy 
(NBTA). 

1980 

Joan  Fraczek  Spadoni  was  elected  president-elect 
to  the  American  Association  for  Paralegal  Educa- 
tion. She  currently  resides  in  Westfield  with  her 
husband,  Glenn;  and  son,  Michael. 

Mark  D.  Leighton,  a  partner  in  the  law  firm 
Leighton,  Katz  &  Drapeau  of  Rockville,  CT, 
has  earned  the  title  of  Board-Certified  Workers' 
Compensation  Specialist  in  Connecticut. 

1981 

Jody  Haller  Drake  has  been  named  a  partner 
in  the  firm  of  Sughrue  Mion,  PLLC,  a  leading 
intellectual  property  law  firm.  Ms.  Drake's  practice 
is  focused  on  trademark  law. 

Karen  Renzulli  Lynch  has  been  named  to  the  Best 
Lawyers  m  America  consumer  guide. 

CORRECTION: 

Lynda  Gadkin  is  senior  vice  president  of 
The  Hartford  Financial  Services  Group,  Inc. 
In  this  position,  she  heads  up  The  Hartford's 
state  and  community  relations. 


1982 

Katherine  McMahon,  of  the  District  Attorney's 
office  in  Springfield,  MA,  is  a  new  member  of  the 
Law  Alumni  Association  Board  of  Directors. 

Hon.  Paul  Perachi  was  recently  named  to  the  Board 
of  Trustees  at  the  Willie  Ross  School  for  the  Deaf. 

Gale  D.  Candaras,  Massachusetts  state  representa- 
tive, was  awarded  the  Legislator  of  the  Year  Award 
by  the  Hampden  County  Bar  Association.  She  has 
served  as  a  state  representative  since  1997  and 
serves  the  13th  Hampden  District.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature,  and  is  in  private 
practice  in  Wilbraham,  MA. 

1983 

Thomas  P.  Cella  is  board-certified  as  a  trial 
advocate  by  the  National  Board  of  Trial  Advocacy 
(NBTA). 

Cheryl  Smith,  special  consultant  to  the  president, 
has  accepted  an  appointment  to  the  National 
Association  of  College  and  University  Attorneys 
Committee  for  the  2001-2002  academic  year.  This 
committee  reviews  the  operations  and  effectiveness 
of  the  board  of  the  NACUA. 

1984 

Katherine  E.  Perrelli  is  a  partner  in  the  firm  of 
Peabody  &  Arnold  in  Boston,  MA,  specializing  in 
the  area  of  employment  counseling  and  litigation. 


Patricia  Thompson  has  been  employed  by  the 
Department  of  Children  and  Families,  State  of 
Connecticut,  since  September  1998  as  a  principal 
attorney.  Presently,  she  is  assigned  to  the  Middletown 
and  Meriden  offices  serving  as  in-house  counsel. 
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Lisa  C.  deSousa  is  a  partner  in  the  firm  of 
Matroni,  Dimauro,  Liebel  &  deSousa. 

Robert  Rosen  has  become  an  associate  member 
of  the  law  firm  Cohen  and  Kessler. 

1986 

James  Aspell  is  keeping  busy  as  a  small  claims 
and  motor  vehicle  magistrate  in  Connecticut 
and  teaching  a  course  on  aviation  law  at  the 
University  of  New  Haven,  while  continuing  with 
his  private  practice. 

Suzanne  Hoey  is  the  head  law  librarian  for  the 
Worcester  Courthouse,  where  she  has  worked  for 
1 2  years. 


Vincent  Salamone  is  an  associate  general  coun- 
sel with  the  U.S.  Office  of  Government  Ethics. 

Eileen  Sorrentino,  of  Egan,  Flanagan  &  Cohen, 
P.C.,  is  a  new  member  of  the  Law  Alumni 
Association  Board  of  Directors. 

Penny  L.  Trick  was  married  to  Patrick  Moore, 
vice  president  at  Advest,  on  June  24,  2001. 

Donna  L.  Wexler  has  joined  the  firm  of  Bacon  & 
Wilson,  P.C.  in  Springfield,  MA. 

1988 

Fred  J.  Forman  will  be  teaching  two  CLE  courses 
relating  to  business  and  estate  planning  to  mem- 
bers of  the  New  Hampshire  Bar;  "Successful 
Wealth  Transfer  Techniques  in  New  Hampshire" 
and  "Family  Limited  Partnerships  and  Limited 
Liability  Companies  in  New  Hampshire." 
Recently,  Fred  taught  a  CLE  course  entitled 
"Advanced  Estate  Planning  Techniques  in  New 
Hampshire."  In  each  instance,  Fred  coauthored 
written  published  materials  on  these  topics. 
He  also  recently  taught  a  Business  Succession 
Strategies  course  to  the  New  Hampshire  Society 
of  Certified  Public  Accountants.  Fred  is  a  partner 


in  the  law  lirm  of  Forman,  Corcoran  &  Torr, 
P.A.,  with  offices  in  New  Hampshire,  Maine,  and 
Massachusetts.  His  firm's  website  is  fctlaw.com 

Matthew  F.  Valerio  became  president  of 
the  Vermont  Bar  Association  on  September  21, 
2001,  and  was  recently  appointed  Defender 
General  for  the  State  of  Vermont  by  Governor 
Howard  Dean. 


Robert  B.  Young  announced  the  opening  of 
his  office  tor  the  general  practice  of  law  at  559 
Hartford  Pike,  Dayville,  CT.  His  email  address  is 
robert.young@snet.net 

1990 

Alan  M.  Barnes  married  Celeste  C.  Burke  on 
August  4,  2001.  They  will  make  their  home  in 
Johnston,  RI. 

Lisa  Brodeur-McGan,  of  Cooley  Shrair,  P.C,  in 
Springfield,  MA,  is  a  new  member  of  the  Law 
Alumni  Association  Board  of  Directors. 

Katy  Robertson,  of  Bulkley  Richardson  & 
Gelinas,  LLP,  in  Springfield,  MA,  is  the  new 
president  of  the  Law  Alumni  Association  Board 
of  Directors. 

Cynthia  Gagne  has  changed  positions,  and 
now  works  as  assistant  general  counsel  for 
the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Mental 
Retardation  in  their  regional  office,  located  in 
Springfield.  She  handles  a  wide  range  of  legal 
matters  for  the  department  within  the  four 
Western  counties.  For  the  previous  eight  years, 
she  served  as  assistant  attorney  general  for 
the  Massachusetts  Attorney  General's  Office, 
Western  Massachusetts  Division. 

1991 

Laura  Garvey  Engel  and  her  husband,  Jim, 
announce  the  birth  of  their  second  child,  John 
James  ("Jack"),  born  October  11,  2001. 


Joanne  Ludovici-Lint  is  a  partner  at  McDermott, 
Will  &  Emery,  specializing  in  the  area  of 
eBusiness  and  Internet. 

Mary  Braisted  is  a  criminal  appellate  attorney  in 
the  U.S.  Army-JAG  Corp.  She  is  married  to  Mark 
Weiss  and  they  have  a  daughter,  Jacqueline,  and 
a  son,  Jackson,  born  July  25,  2001. 

Carol  Currie  Olech  is  a  partner  in  the  firm  of 
DeLaney  &  O'Connor  in  Syracuse,  NY. 

Stephen  A.  Regine  was  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  assistant  attorney  general  for  the  state  of 
Rhode  Island. 

Michael  J.  Akerson,  a  Worcester  area  attorney 
known  for  defending  police  officers,  was 
recently  featured  for  his  unorthodox  style 
in  the  Worcester  Telegram  &  Gazette  and  in 
Massachusetts  Lawyers  Weekly  "Lawyers  of  the 
Year  2001"  issue.  Attorney  Akerson,  who  is  with 
Edward  P.  Reardon  P.C.  (formerly  Reardon  & 
Reardon),  has  used  analogies  to  the  "Wizard  of 
Oz"  in  his  persuasive  arguments  and  physically 
reenacted  deeds  of  alleged  police  misconduct  to 
prove  impossibility.  He  has  handled  dozens  of 
police  cases,  defending  a  Marlboro  police  officer 
accused  of  extortion,  a  Webster  officer  denied 
part  of  his  salary,  and  an  Auburn  officer  who 
was  injured  on  the  job. 

1992 

Lisa  Marrello  Knapek  has  been  with  the  law 
firm  Wilson,  Elser,  Moskowitz,  Edelman  & 
Dicker,  LLP  since  1999,  specializing  in  the 
government  relations  practice  in  NYC,  Albany, 
and  Washington,  DC.  She  resides  in  Slingerlands, 
NY,  with  her  husband  Larry  and  twin  sons, 
Carter  and  Brooks. 

Melissa  Brown  Maichle  has  been  named 
director  of  marketing  for  the  Prominence 
Group,  an  I/T  consulting  firm  in  Sharon,  MA. 
She  and  her  husband,  John,  welcomed  their  first 
child,  Connor  Patrick,  on  March  5,  2001. 

Maria  Ollari  married  David  D.  Cahill  in  a 
ceremony  in  Biddeford  Pool,  ME.  She  is 
currently  an  attorney  with  Shanley  Fleming  & 
Associates  in  Boston. 

Paul  Fetherston  became  Newington  town 
manager  on  January  2,  2001. 
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1993 


Grace  Blunt,  senior  vice  president  of  the 
Human  Resources  and  Legal  Division  of  Com- 
munity National  Bank,  presented  a  workshop — 
"Hiring,  Firing  and  Beyond" — on  September 
21,2001. 

Charles  S.  Ryan,  vice  president  of  Technology 
Management  Group  of  The  Collaborative 
Group,  Ltd.  in  Stony  Brook,  NY,  recently 
stepped  down  after  a  successful  term  as  presi- 
dent of  the  Law  Alumni  Association  Board  of 
Directors.  He  "jump-started"  a  group  of 
dynamic  WNEC  Law  alums  with  his  inimitable 
style  of  energy,  optimism,  vision,  and  determi- 
nation. He  will  be  missed. 


Susan  Barakat  has  accepted  a  position  as 
administrative  law  judge  with  the  NYC  Office  of 
Children  and  Family  Services.  She  is  in  the  Spe- 
cial Hearings  Bureau,  presiding  over  cases 
including  child  maltreatment,  sexual  abuse,  fos- 
ter care  removals,  and  adoption  subsidies. 

Karen  Sloan  is  a  partner  in  the  firm  DeLaney  & 
O'Connor  in  Syracuse,  NY.  On  October  13, 
2001,  she  married  Joel  R  DeLaney.  Attendants  in 
the  wedding  included  Christine  Rauchle 
Anziano  '95  and  Amy  Fisher  Quinn  '95. 

John  M.  Newson  announces  the  opening  of  The 
Newson  Law  Firm,  LLC  at  121  Broadway,  New 
London,  CT,  with  emphasis  on  special  counsel, 
juvenile,  and  family  law. 

Darren  and  Pam  Sinofsky  announce  the  birth 
of  their  first  child,  Nicholas  Daniel,  born  on 
August  10,  2001. 


Colin  Keefe  has  recently  joined  the  firm 
of  Immerman,  Daniel  and  Fontaine  of 
Northampton,  MA. 


Eileen  M.  Foley  has  been 
named  vice  president 
and  senior  estate  and 
trust  specialist  in  the 
West  Hartford  Office  of 
U.S.  Trust  Company  of 
Connecticut. 


Robert  Fowler,  chairman  and  former  CEO 
of  Hampden  Papers,  was  honored  by  The  Care 
Center,  (Community  Adolescent  Resource  and 
Education  Center,  Inc.)  for  his  accomplish- 
ments, generosity,  and  positive  impact  on  the 
community.  He  is  stepping  down  from  his  posi- 
tion as  treasurer  on  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
The  Care  Center,  but  will  remain  associated  as  a 
friend,  advisor,  and  benefactor. 


^#                               jM  friend,  advisor,  and  benefactor. 

1994  i996  1998 

Jernard  Glazier  continues  as  chairman  of  the  ^^"^ 
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Bernard  Glazier  continues  as  chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Zoning  Code  and  Building  Appeals,  a 
position  he  has  held  for  16  years,  along  with  his 
active  law  practice  of  50  years  conducting  trials 
in  state  and  federal  courts. 

Timothy  P.  Murray  was  elected  mayor  of  the 
City  of  Worcester,  MA,  on  November  6,  2001. 
Tim  will  be  the  youngest  mayor  elected  in 
Worcester  in  100  vears. 


1995 


La  Verne  M.  Brown  and  James  L.  Kelly  were  joined 
in  marriage  on  July  28,  2001,  in  Amherst,  MA. 

Lauren  Elliott  has  been  named  as  the  new  certi- 
fied assessor  for  the  city  of  Portsmouth,  NH. 

Eben  C.  Norfleet  recently  joined  the  Oswego 
County  District  Attorney's  Office  as  an 
assistant  district  attorney  specializing  in  the 
child  abuse  and  sex  crimes  unit  of  the  office.  He 
married  Kristin,  an  attorney,  in  Syracuse,  NY, 
in  October  1999. 


Robert  Riccio  and  his 
wife,  Laura  Fedele 
Riccio  '96,  announce 
the  birth  of  their  son, 
Joseph  Edward,  on 
une  21,  2001.  Joey 
was  welcomed  home 
by  his  brother,  Bobby. 


1997 


Jeffrey  Calabro  is  currently  a  benefits  attorney 
for  Ernst  &  Young,  LLP  in  Philadelphia,  PA. 

Christine  L.  Becker  is  currently  working  as  an 
associate  attorney  with  the  New  York  State  Depart- 
ment of  Taxation  and  Finance  in  Albany,  NY. 


Alfred  Campos  married  Lorraine  T.  Mullings 
on  November  10,  2001,  in  Pearl  River,  NY.  They 
currently  reside  in  Arlington,  VA.  Al  is  presently 
counsel  and  assistant  director  of  government 
relations  for  the  Financial  Planning  Association 
and  a  new  member  of  the  Law  Alumni  Associa- 
tion Board  of  Directors. 

Priscilla  Hotz  Huyghue  and  her  husband 
have  begun  operating  a  sailboat  charter 
service  out  of  Narragansett  Bay,  offering  three- 
day  sails  as  well  as  private  charters  aboard  their 
40-foot  sloop.  They  welcome  comments 
and  contacts  at  their  website  located  at 
www.smoothsailingadventures.com 

Patricia  M.  Medeiros  was  recently  featured 
as  the  notable  personality  on  "Radio  Voz  do 
Emigrante,"  a  daily  Portuguese  radio  program. 

Ann  M.  Courtney,  assistant  vice  president  and 
litigation  counsel  for  UNUM  in  Portland,  ME, 
was  recently  awarded  the  Caroline  Duby 
Glassman  Award  at  the  Maine  Bar  Association's 
January  2002  meeting.  This  prestigious  award  is 
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presented  annually  to  one  woman  who  is  a 
member  of  the  Maine  Bar  and  selected  by  her 
colleagues  and  peers  for  demonstrated  excel- 
lence in  one  or  more  of  the  following  areas: 
•  Must  have  worked  to  remove  barriers 
and  to  advance  the  position  of  women  in  the 
profession  or  in  the  community;  or 

•  Must  have  worked  to  educate  the  bench,  the 
bar,  or  the  public  on  the  status  of  women  in  the 
profession;  or 

•  Must  have  acted  as  a  role  model  for  younger 
or  less  experienced  women  lawyers. 

This  award  is  in  its  eleventh  year  and  is  named 
after  the  first  woman  to  serve  on  Maine's 
Supreme  Judicial  Court.  Former  honorees 
include  Maine's  first  woman  judge,  the  current 
U.S.  attorney  for  Maine,  the  current  dean  of  the 
University  of  Maine  School  of  Law,  the  first 
woman  to  have  served  as  president  of  the  state 
bar  association,  and  other  judges  and  attorneys 
who  have  advanced  the  cause. 


1999 


Phillip  Stackhouse  has  changed  jobs  from  a 
criminal  defense  attorney  to  a  prosecutor  at  the 
Marine  Base  at  Quantico,  VA. 

Christine  L.  Valerio  has  joined  the  Law  Office 
of  William  F.  Brewin  Jr.  in  Marlborough,  MA. 


2000 


Gretchen  A.  Andrews  is  working  at  Primerica 
Financial  Services  in  Duluth,  GA. 

Jeffrey  J.  Lee  has  been  named  as  associate  attor- 
ney at  the  law  office  of  Attorney  Sherwood 
Guernsey.  He  resides  in  Pittsfield  with  his  wife, 
Lidia,  and  their  tour  children. 

Arose  W.  Nielsen  is  currently  staff  attorney  for 
the  Honorable  Harry  Zarrow. 

Christopher  S.  Todd  is  an  associate  attorney 
with  the  firm  Lyon,  Ferriter  &  Fitzpatrick  in 
Holyoke,  MA. 

Dawne  M.  Young  is  currently  a  judicial  clerk  for 
Essex  and  Middlesex  County  Juvenile  Court. 

Reinaldo  Gonzalez  is  an  attorney  with  the  firm 
of  Carney  &  Bassil  in  Boston. 

Deborah  J.  Cook  is  a  temporary  assistant  clerk 
for  the  State  of  Connecticut  Superior  Court. 

Yvonne  G.  Pesce  is  assistant  district  attorney 
for  the  Hampden  County  District  Court  in 
Springfield,  MA. 


Janie  Sciortino  has  married  Darren  Inverso  '00 

and  is  currently  a  staff  attorney  for  Gulfcoast 
Legal  Services,  Inc.  in  St.  Petersburg,  FL. 

Cornelius  Anderson  is  a  proposal  and  contract 
manager  at  Pratt  &  Whitney  in  East  Hartford,  CT. 

David  Somers  is  currently  working  for  Advest, 
Inc.  in  Advisory  Services  Compliance. 

Donald  J.  Marchesseault  is  an  associate 
with  the  firm  Day,  Berry  &  Howard  LLP  in 
Hartford,  CT,  working  in  its  commercial  and 
litigation  department. 


2001 


Michael  Barone  is  a  police  officer  assigned  to 
the  West  Station  of  the  Albany,  NY,  Police 
Department.  He  is  also  a  certified  police 
instructor.  Recently  he  learned  that  he  passed 
the  bar  exam  in  both  New  York  and  Massachu- 
setts but  will  continue  with  the  police  depart- 
ment while  practicing  civil  and  estate  law. 

Angelo  J.  Puppolo  Jr.  is  currently  working  in 
the  law  office  of  attorneys  Gary  P.  Liquori  '82 
and  Michael  J.  Powers  '80,  of  West  Springfield, 
while  also  serving  as  Springfield  City  Councilor. 
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In  Memoriam 


Peter  A.  D'Angona  '58  passed  away  July  22, 
2001.  He  leaves  his  wife,  Patricia  D'Angona;  two 
sons,  Richard  and  Brian;  and  two  daughters, 
Lynn  Whobrey  and  Kelli  Usher. 

E.  James  Green  '71  passed  away  July  5,  2001. 
He  is  survived  by  his  two  brothers,  Irving  and 
Arthur  Green. 

George  P.  Gromacki  '65  passed  away  November 
23,  2001,  in  Sunderland,  MA.  He  leaves  his  wife, 
Jean  Gromacki;  a  son,  George  P.  Gromacki  II; 
and  a  daughter,  Susan  Lathrop. 


Mary  L.  "Kris"  Hansen  '77  passed  away  August 
15,  2001.  She  leaves  her  parents,  Ernest  and 
Emiline  Hansen;  a  brother,  Ernest  R.  Jr.;  and  two 
sisters,  Joan  Meehan  and  Carol  Moylan. 

Martin  "Pete"  Judge  '59,  passed  away  February 
27,  2002.  He  leaves  his  wife,  Barbara  Judge; 
two  daughters,  Nancy  Judge  Wood  of  Shaker 
Heights,  OH;  and  Cam  Judge  Townsend  of 
Wakefield,  MA. 

John  Edward  Julian  '88,  passed  away  October 
14,  2001.  He  is  survived  by  his  son,  Justin  Julian; 
and  daughter,  Jennifer  Davis. 


Leon  J.  Newman  '57,  passed  away  February  1 1 , 
2002.  He  leaves  a  daughter,  Atty.  Marilyn 
Newman,  and  a  son-in-law  Francis  Ganong  of 
Brookline,  MA;  a  son,  Dr.  Russell  Newman  and 
daughter-in-law  Dr.  Debra  Dunivan  of  Reston, 
VA;  a  brother  Henry  Newman  and  sister-in-law 
Barbara  of  East  Windsor,  NJ. 

Robyn  (Mager)  Zimmerman  '87  with  honors, 
of  Northampton,  passed  away  September  13, 
2001.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  George 
Zimmerman  '87;  and  their  four  children,  Aaron, 
Hannah,  Samantha,  and  Eliana. 


Note:  In  Memoriam  represents  obituaries  received  prior  to  March  1,  2002.  Subsequent  submissions  will  appear  in  the  Fall  issue. 
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DIAL-A-LAWYER 

RINGS  IN  EIGHTH  YEAR 

The  Massachusetts  Bar  Association 

will  hold  its  eighth  annual  "Dial-A-Lawyer" 

program  at  the  School  of  Law  on  May  8. 

Stationed  at  the  College's  Campus  Center, 
lawyers  will  staff  the  phones  to  field 
questions  on  topics  ranging  from  credit 
card  reports  to  divorce  judgements.  Pledged 
to  maintain  their  anonymity,  the  volunteers 
will  give  advice  and  referrals  to  the  callers 
who  may  take  advantage  of  the  three-hour 
session  to  gain  free  legal  consultation. 

To  volunteer,  call  Pat  Plasse 
at  413-731-5134 


Have  you  considered 
for  yourself  or  your 
clients  including 
Western  New  England 
College  School  of  Law 
in  your  will? 

Make  a  bequest  to  your  alma  mater 
and  share  the  gift  of  knowledge 
with  future  generations  of  students. 


Call  for 
Alumni  Writers 

We're  looking  fop  your  perspective 

Perspectives  invites  alumni  to  submit 
articles  for  publication  about  legal  trends 
and  issues.  Submission  must  be  500 
words  or  less  and  must  not  have  been 
previously  published. 

Perspectives  reserves  the  right  to  include 
only  submissions  that  are  appropriate  for 
the  publication  and  to  edit  accordingly. 
Only  one  alumni  article  will  be  included 
in  each  publication  (two  a  year). 
Submissions  for  the  Fall  issue  of 
Perspectives  must  be  received  by 
June  30,  2002. 


As  an  individual  who  has  worked  hard  and  was  taught  by  some  of  the 
country's  most  noted  professionals  and  leading  educators  in  the  legal 
field,  you  deserve  the  success  you've  enjoyed  with  a  law  degree  from 
Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law. 

Now  you  can  share  your  success  and  assist  younger  generations  to 
experience  the  same  advantages  afforded  you  by  your  top-notch  legal 
education.  With  a  tax-deductible,  planned  gift  to  your  alma  mater, 
your  legacy  will  live  on  through  the  accomplishments  of  those  who 
will  benefit  from  your  generosity  and  appreciation  for  the  law. 


For  more  information  about  leaving  a  bequest  to  the 
Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law  or  about  other 
planned  giving  opportunities,  please  call  Jim  Rich,  director 
of  foundation  relations  and  coordinator  of  planned  giving, 
at  413-782-1373,  or  write: 

Western  New  England  College 
Office  of  Development 
1215  Wilbraham  Road 
Springfield,  MA  01119-268C 
Email:  develop@wnec.edu 
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HOW   TO   CONTACT  US: 


Telephone  numbers  and  email  addresses  at  the  School  of  Law: 


Dean's  Office 

413-782-1412 
Arthur  Gaudio 

email:  agaudio@law  wnec.edu 

Admissions 

413-782-1406 
Sherri  Berendt 

email:  sberendt@law.wnec.edu 

Alumni  Relations 

413-782-1311 
Linda  J.  Moye 
email:  lmoye@law.wnec.edu 


Career  Services 

413-782-1416 
Charlene  Allen 
email:  callen@wnec.edu 

Student  Records 

413-782-1401 
Mary  Van  Houten 

email:  mvanhouten@law.wnec.edu 

Law  Library 

413-782-1457 
Don  Dunn 

email:  ddunn@law.wnec.edu 


Faculty  Members 

413-782-3111 

and  ask  for  specific  faculty  member 

Many  faculty  also  use  email. 
To  reach  a  faculty  member,  type  the  initial 
of  their  first  name  and  their  last  name 
plus  ©law.wnec.edu 

Main  Fax  Number 

413-413-796-2067 

Mailing  Address: 

1215  Wilbraham  Road 
Springfield  MA  01119-2684 


Visit  us  on  the  Web         Our  address  is:  www.law.wnec.edu 


Western  New  England  College  is  committed  to  the  principle  of  equal  opportunity  in  education  and  employment. 
The  College  does  not  discriminate  on  the  basis  of  sex,  race,  color,  creed,  national  origin,  age,  religion,  sexual  orienta- 
tion, veteran  status,  or  disability  in  admission  to,  access  to,  treatment  in,  or  employment  in  its  programs  and  activi- 
ties. The  following  person  has  been  designated  to  handle  inquiries  regarding  the  College's  nondiscrimination 
policies:  The  Director  of  Career  and  Human  Resources,  Western  New  England  College,  1215  Wilbraham  Road, 
Springfield,  MA  01 1 19-2684.  Inquiries  concerning  the  application  of  nondiscrimination  policies  may  also  be 
referred  to  the  Regional  Director,  Office  for  Civil  Rights,  U.S.  Department  of  Education,  J.W.  McCormack  P.O.C.H., 
Room  222,  Boston  MA  12109-4557. 


HTE 

with  your  legal  family. 

Join  us  for  5th  year  School  of  Law  class 
reunions  during  Homecoming  Weekend 
Saturday,  September  21, 2002 


Your  years  spent  in  law  school  are  like  no  other  time  in  your  lite.  The  friendships  you  made,  the  experiences  you  shared  had  a  profound  influence  on  the 
person  you  are  today.  Reunite  with  these  important  people  at  a  pivotal  place  in  your  personal  history:  Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law 
for  fifth-year  reunions  this  fall.  The  Office  of  Law  Alumni  Relations  will  host  a  reunion  for  graduates  from  the  following  classes:  1997  (5  years), 
1992  (10  years),  1987  (15  years),  1982  (20  years),  1977  (25  years),  1972  (30  years),  1967  (35  years),  1962  (40  years),  1957  (45  years),  1952  (50  years), 
1947  (55  years),  1942  (60  years).  Start  planning  now.  Call  your  friends,  email  your  old  study  group,  and  make  plans  to  meet  back  where  it  all  started, 
your  alma  mater,  Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law.  For  more  information,  contact  the  Office  of  Law  Alumni  Relations  at  413-782-1523. 
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